
 MINUTES of the MEETING of 
 ROUSAY, EGILSAY, WYRE & GAIRSAY  

 COMMUNITY COUNCIL (REWGCC), held  
 in the ROUSAY CHURCH CENTRE HALL 

 on TUESDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2012, 
 at 7.30 p.m. 

  
 

Present:  Mr A Firth, Mr R Koster, Mr E Shortland and Mr R Tipper 
 
In attendance: Mrs D Compton, Clerk 
    
1. APOLOGIES 
 
RESOLVED to note that apologies for absence had been intimated on behalf of  
Mr M Hull, Ms C Cox, Ms V Garrett, Councillor S Clackson, Councillor S Hagan, Councillor 
G Sinclair and Mrs M Spence, Democratic Services Manager. 
 
The members discussed the issue of councillors being absent from the meeting and felt that 
at this time of year with the cancellation of the boat due to adverse weather conditions it 
would be advisable for them to book accommodation and remain overnight on the island as 
opposed to returning to mainland. The members felt that this would be a cheaper option and 
recommended that if the members of Egilsay and Wyre needed to stay the Community 
Council (CC) would cover their costs, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments and request that the Councillors consider this option as a 
viable alternative to booking a boat to return them to the mainland after the meeting.   
 
2. ADOPTION  OF MINUTES – 26 JUNE 2012 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 26 June 2012 were approved, being proposed 
by Mr Tipper and seconded by Mr Koster.  
 
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 
a) Erection of a wooden fence at Brinian Kirkyard (26.6.12, para 5(a)) – Mr Koster 
 
Members heard representation from Mr Koster regarding the cost of erecting a wooden 
fence at Brinian Kirkyard. He produced detailed costings of the materials required for a 
Hatchery or ‘School’ style fence and source. Members discussed the amounts and felt they 
were in line with what they expected rather, than the figures produced by the Road Services 
Manager. Mr Koster pointed out that this did not include labour or plant required to get the 
fence erected. Of the two styles put forward the members felt that the ‘school’ fence with 
gate was the best option. Members heard from the Clerk that this project qualified for finance 
under the Community Council Grant Scheme and Community Development Fund and that 
goods could be ordered using her Order Book with the Community Council invoiced and this 
forwarded to Democratic Services for paying from REWGCC funds, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) to note the comments;  
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(2) that Mr Koster, MARS Representative, would discuss the quotes received from 
 Orkney Islands Council with his counterpart in the council and the Road Services 
 Manager; and 
 
(3)  that Mr Koster would arrange for an advert to go in the October Review asking for 
 quotes to erect the fence. 
 
b) Trees for the Queens Diamond Jubilee (26.6.12, para 6 (k)) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services and 
Ms J Taylor regarding this matter, copies of which were circulated at the meeting, and a 
report from the Clerk.  The Clerk informed members that she had received responses from 
Egilsay, Wyre & Gairsay all of whom were interested in receiving some of the trees.  Rousay 
Community Association (RCA) had not given a definite response. The REWGCC had been 
allocated ninety trees instead of the sixty originally proposed due to the number of islands 
involved.  The trees were approximately a foot high and would come with their roots in a little 
soil.  The Clerk informed the members that the trees were due for collection on the 
5 October 2012 and she had received an offer of collection from the site in Hatston to 
Tingwall. However, the Community Council would need to look at getting the trees from 
Tingwall to the respective islands.   
 
Members heard representation from Mr Koster informing them that there was a possibility of 
getting assistance with the planting of the trees from young people on Community Service, 
and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) to note the contents of the correspondence and comments; 

 

(2) that Mr Shortland would arrange to collect and transport the trees to Rousay; and 

 

(3) that the Clerk would notify the groups/people that the plants were being delivered, 
 discuss collection and advise them of the possibility of help with the planting from the 
 young people working with the Community Payback Supervisor. 

 
c) Change of Venue for CC Meetings on Rousay – (26.6.12, para, 5 (b)) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services, copies of 
which were circulated at the meeting, members discussed the issues raised and noted that 
Orkney Islands Council (OIC) charges each linked Community Association (CA) an annual 
levy in the region of £700 - £800 which is offset against the electricity, heating and cleaning 
of the building. The individual CA is then responsible for setting its own charging policy and 
can introduce whatever rate it considers appropriate for the relevant areas within the 
community school. The rates the CA establishes may depend on who hires the area, 
whether they need to employ a steward or whether the people using the area are key 
holders or members of the CA. 
 
Members discussed the point that Messer’s Hull and Shortland were both key holders, 
though for different groups using the community school, and questioned the need for a 
steward at the meeting. 
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Attention was drawn to the last invoice received for the room hire from the CA in 
December 2011 which was for £81.15 for a meeting which lasted two hours and five 
minutes.  Members were informed that the room hire charges throughout other areas of 
Orkney ranged from between £5 - £20 per Community Council meeting. 
 
Members also noted that Democratic Services have offered to look at this issue again if RCA 
would review its room hire policy for CC meetings including re-evaluating whether there was 
a requirement for employing a steward when the CC has two key holders, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1)  to note the contents of the correspondence; and 
 
(2) that the Clerk write to RCA enclosing a copy of the letter and request that they look 
 at their pricing policy for hiring a room for CC meetings and the need for a steward 
 considering that two members of the CC were key holders. 
 
4. CORRESPONDENCE 

 
a) Inter Isles Ferries & Air Consultative Committees 21 August 2012 (Agenda with  
 Sunday Sailings to Rousay, Egilsay & Wyre in Winter) Minutes of meetings  
 held 6.10.11 & 20.3.12 and Summer Timetable effective from 5.5.13 – 22.9.13 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services, copies of 
which had been previously circulated, members heard representation from Mr Shortland who 
had attended the Ferry Consultative Meeting.  He explained that many items were discussed 
and that those present felt that Rousay, Egilsay & Wyre should have a Sunday Service but 
that nothing could be decided as it was up to OIC to provide the funding and Orkney Ferries 
to provide the service. 
 
Members discussed this issue again and it was suggested that a letter be sent to  
Mr L McArthur, SMP, and to the Transport Minister for Scotland however, the members 
decided to put a direct question to OIC for a response and then take action from there, and it 
was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1)  to note the comments;  
 
(2) that the Clerk would contact Democratic Services to ascertain when their proposal 
 would be put before a full OIC committee; and 
 
(2) that the Clerk would ask Democratic Services to request £35,000 to be paid to them 
 to use in organising a ferry service, though limited, on a Sunday.  
 
b) Fly tipping Small Grant Scheme – New Round Open (Cut off date 31 August 

2012) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services regarding the 
Fly tipping Small Grant Scheme designed to support landowners/managers in Scotland who 
have experienced persistent problems of fly tipping, copies of which had been previously 
circulated, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the content of the correspondence. 
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c) Letter of Thanks – Ms A Chapman 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Ms Chapman, thanking the CC for 
their gift of £100 on her retirement, copies of which had been previously circulated, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
d) Building skills for employment: Helping adults prepare for work – Claire Finch 

– Invite to attend seminar in London 3 October 2012 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Claire Finch, copies of which had 
been previously circulated,  regarding the reform plan for supporting community learning 
initiatives in order to maximise learning opportunities for adults, enhance social and 
economic well-being of families and widen  participation by focussing funding on people who 
are disadvantaged with the purpose to build stronger communities, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk had forwarded a 
copy to the Rousay, Egilsay & Wyre Development Trust (REWDT). 
 
e) First meeting of the Patient & Public Reference Group (PPRG) – 1 August 2012, 

and details of the Design Statement Workshop on 4 September 2012 – NHS 
Orkney 

 
Following consideration of correspondence received from NHS Orkney regarding the first 
meeting of the PPRG and details of the Design Statement Workshop, (hard copy with the 
Clerk), it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that Mr Tipper took the hard 
copy of the Design Statement Workshop. 
 
f) Invitation to visit the excavations at the Ness of Brodgar – 20 August 2012 – 

ORCA, Orkney College UHI 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from ORCA inviting a representative of 
the CC to visit the excavations at Ness of Brodgar, copies of which had been previously 
circulated, and after hearing representation from Mr Shortland who informed them that he 
had visited the excavations and found it very interesting, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and comments. 
 
g) Invite to evening reception – 19 September 2012 – Scottish Natural Heritage 

(SNH) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from SNH inviting a representative of 
the CC to attend an evening reception to discuss informally issues of mutual interest, copies 
of which had been previously circulated, and after briefly discussing and ascertain that no 
member of the CC was able to attend, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
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h) Island Tourist Brochure 2013 (Cut off date 21 September 2012) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services regarding the 
updating of the Island Tourist Brochure for 2013 asking for amendments, additions and 
deletions, copies of which had been previously circulated.  Members briefly discussed this 
issue and heard representation from the Clerk that a notice had been put in the September 
Review and posters had been displayed, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and comments. 
 
i) Local Works – Campaigning to implement the Sustainable Communities Act 

(Cut off date 5 September 2012) - Daniel Flanagan 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Mr Flanagan, regarding the 
Sustainable Communities Act which could provide Town and Parish Councils with the 
opportunity to gain new powers and funding to help their communities, copies of which had 
been previously circulated, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
j) RSPB Enjoy Wild Orkney – Community Engagement Officer, RSPB 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Community Engagement 
Officer, RSPB, regarding the Enjoy Wild Orkney Project which aimed to help people, the 
local community and tourists to get more from Orkney’s wildlife, copies of which have been 
previously circulated.  Members discussed this matter and agreed to the request from the 
Community Engagement Officer to come and talk to the CC, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and invite the Community 
Engagement Officer to the next REWGCC meeting. 
 
k) Orkney Ferries Ltd – Statistical Report for July 2012 (Vehicle,  Passenger & 

General Cargo/Livestock) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Orkney Ferries Ltd, providing the 
statistical report for July 2012, copies of which had been previously circulated, it was:-  
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of  the correspondence. 
   
l) Stone Chip Scheme – Request from Rousay, Egilsay & Wyre Turbine 

Development Officer 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Rousay, Egilsay & Wyre 
Turbine Development Officer enquiring about the Stone Chip Scheme which had been in 
operation by the CC several years ago, copies of which had been previously circulated.  
Members were issued with a copy of the reply from Democratic Services which had recently 
been received which members briefly discussed.  Members heard representation from 
Mr Tipper who explained that the Rousay, Egilsay & Wyre Development Trust were looking 
into the possibility of running the scheme, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the content of the correspondence and the Clerk was requested to send 
a copy of the letter to the Trust. 
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m) A Documentary Film about Young People – Ms E Hudson 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Ms Hudson regarding the making 
of a documentary film called ‘Virtually Me,’ looking at the impact and effects of social media 
on young people, copies of which had been previously circulated, requesting the display of 
notices/posters, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and display the notices/posters at 
various sites. 
 
n) Orkney Local Access Forum (OLAF) and Countryside Committee –  
 17 September 2012 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from OLAF with details of their agenda 
and planned walk on the 17 September 2012, and the Minutes of the meeting held on the 
12 June 2012, copies of which had been previously circulated, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
o) Design of New Houses and Extensions in the Countryside (Cut off date 13 

September 2012) – Senior Planner (Development and Marine Planning) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Senior Planner (Development 
and Marine Planning), inviting a representative from the CC to a workshop to discuss the 
above issue and provide feedback to the councils Development and Infrastructure 
Committee, copies of which had been previously circulated.  Members briefly discussed this 
matter and heard representation from the Clerk that she had received a questionnaire, 
copies of which were issued at the meeting (cut off date 27 September 2012), and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that the members would 
complete the questionnaire and send to devplan@orkney.gov.uk 
 
p) The Scottish Government’s Reform of the Blue Badge Scheme – Introduction 

of Independent Mobility Assessments – Customer Services Manager, OIC 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services regarding the 
continued reform of the Blue Badge Scheme with the introduction of Independent Mobility 
Assessments from the 1 September 2012, copies of which were distributed at the meeting, it 
was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk would put a 
notice about the changes in the Rousay Review. 
 
q) ‘Blootered’ – Orkney’s Worst Hangover? – 22 September 2012 – Orkney 

Alcohol and Drugs Partnership together with Northern Constabulary 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Orkney Alcohol & Drugs 
Partnership together with the Northern Constabulary inviting members to a free local event 
at the Pickaquoy Centre on Saturday 22 September 2012, copies of letter were distributed at 
the meeting, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 

mailto:devplan@orkney.gov.uk
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r) Gate at Brinian Kirkyard and toppled headstone – Mr T Gibson 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Mr Gibson regarding the condition 
of the gate at the Brinian Kirkyard and the difficulty in closing and securing it and also that a 
headstone had blown over, copies of which had been circulated.  The members discussed 
this matter and heard representation from Mr Tipper who explained that he had been to the 
Kirkyard to look at the gate and also the stone which had fallen on the grave, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) to note the contents of the letter; 
 
(2) that Mr Koster would put an advert in the Review asking for quotes to renovate the 
 gate;  
 
(3) that the Clerk would contact Democratic Services advising them about the gate and 
 what action was being taken and to ascertain whose responsibility it was to get the 
 headstone righted; and 
 
(4) that the Clerk would notify the members before the next meeting of the response. 
 
5. CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS 
 
a) DRAFT Supplementary Guidance on Natural Heritage (Cut off date 27 August 

2012) 
 
After consideration of the consultation document, received from the Senior Planner 
(Development and Marine Planning), providing information on the natural heritage 
considerations that would be taken into account by the Council when assessing planning 
applications, details of which had been previously circulated.  Members heard representation 
from the Clerk that no comments had been received, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
b) Consultation on ideas for the proposed Community Empowerment & Renewal 

Bill – Scottish Government (Cut off date 26 September 2012) 
 
After consideration of the consultative document, received from Democratic Services on 
behalf of the Scottish Government about their ‘Consultation on ideas for the proposed 
Community Empowerment and Renewal Bill’, details of which had been previously 
circulated, and after hearing representation from the Clerk advising that no comments had 
been received, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that any comments should be 
forwarded either to the Clerk or sent directly to the Bill Manager at 
community.empwerment@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
 

mailto:community.empwerment@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
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6. FINANCE 
 
a) General Finance 
 
After consideration of the Community Council General Finance Statement as of the 
31 August 2012, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the balance remaining within the General Fund was estimated at 
£13,337.10. 
 
b) Community Council Grant Scheme (CCGS)  
 
After consideration of the Community Council Grant Scheme Statement as of the 
31 August 2012, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that the balance remaining for approval was £2,390.72. 
 
c) Community Development Fund (CDF)  
 
After consideration of the Community Development Fund Statement as of 31 August 2012, it 
was:-  
 
RESOLVED to note that £3,156.80 remained available for allocation. 
 
d) Seed Corn Funding 
 
After consideration of the Seed Corn Funding Statement as of 31 August 2012, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that £5,965 had been approved and claimed to date. 
 
7. FINANCIAL REQUESTS 
 
a) Bonfire & Fireworks – 3 November 2012 – Kirkwall & St Ola Community Council 

 
Following consideration of the correspondence received from the Kirkwall & St Ola 
Community Council, requesting financial assistance for the above event, copies of this had 
been previously circulated, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the correspondence and that Clerk would notify the Kirkwall & St Ola 
Community Council that on this occasion their application had been unsuccessful. 
 
b) Fireworks on Bonfire Night, 5 November 2012 – Rousay Community 

Association 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Rousay Community 
Association requesting financial assistance towards the purchase of fireworks for Bonfire 
night on 5 November 2012, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:-  
 
(1) to award a grant of £300 to assist with the purchase of fireworks for Bonfire Night, 
 proposed by Mr Tipper and seconded by Mr Firth; and 
 
(2) that application should be made to Orkney Islands Council for assistance through the 
 Community Council Grant Scheme on a project cost of £300.  
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c) SWRI Federation Baking Show, October 2012 – Rousay SWRI 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Rousay SWRI asking for 
assistance with the cost of a car and two SWRI members, for two return journeys from 
Rousay to Tingwall to participate in the Baking Show, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) to award a grant of £86.00 to assist with the travelling costs, proposed by Mr Firth 
 and seconded by Mr Shortland; and 
 
(2)  that application should be made to Orkney Islands Council for assistance through 
 the Community Council Grant Scheme. 
 
d) Late Boat request for the OTDA, 10 April 2013 – Rousay Community 

Association 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Rousay Community 
Association requesting the assistance for hiring the MV Eynhallow on Wednesday, 
10 April 2013 for the OTDA fringe festival dance, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) to award a grant to cover two thirds of the late boat hire cost for the MV Eynhallow, 
 proposed Mr Firth and seconded by Mr Koster; 
 
(2) that application should be made to Orkney Islands Council for assistance through the 
 Community Council Grant Scheme for the financial year 2013-2014; and 
 
(3) that the Clerk write to the group advising them of the decision. 
 
8. PUBLICATIONS 
 
The following publications had been received and made available to members: -  
 
The Crown Estate – Scotland Report 2012, Blachere Illuminations – Christmas Lights, Play 
Equipment – nottsport synthetic turf, Silhouette – Is it play or is it art?, eibe – playground 
concepts and equipment, Insignia – enamel badges, myetutor – a website for parents, 
grandparents and their children and J Parkes, wholesale – Dutch bulbs, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the publications. 
 
9. ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS 
 
a) Possible dates for forthcoming meetings 
 
The members deferred this issue until the next meeting when they would consider the dates 
and venue, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to defer to the meeting on the 1 December 2012. 
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b) Grass cutting at Wester Kirkyard – Letter from Mrs Firth 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Mrs Firth regarding the issue of 
kirkyard maintenance in respect to the cutting of the grass at the Wester Kirkyard and after 
hearing resentation from Mr Firth who explained that he had been to the site and that the 
grass had not recently been cut and was longish.  He explained that because of the type of 
grass it was it was difficult when trying to walk and could understand that people might trip 
with its current length, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments and that the members would notify the Clerk accordingly. 
 
c) Repairing of dykes of the Kirkyards 
 
Members heard representation from Mr Tipper regarding the poor state of repair of the dykes 
at some of the Kirkyards but especially at Scockness and Glebe. Members heard 
representation from the Clerk who informed them that she believed this matter had been 
passed to Kirkyard maintenance by Democratic Services however, she would contact them 
to clarify the position, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments and that the Clerk would contact Democratic Services to 
clarify that this matter had been passed to the relevant department. 
 
d) Laptop for Clerk to use at meetings 
 
Members heard representation from Messer’s Koster & Tipper regarding the amount of 
paper that was wasted by the Clerk and members in obtaining copies of the agenda and 
relevant data pertaining to the meetings.  It was suggested that digital working was the 
answer and that the details of the meetings etc. could all be held on a laptop and used as a 
PowerPoint display.  Councillors and Democratic Services could receive their copies on data 
sticks, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1)  to note the comments; 
 
(2) that the Clerk contact Democratic Services to request a laptop computer and a 
 scanner with printer instead of the equipment currently in her possession; and  
 
(3) that she seeks clarification from Democratic Services that they were prepared to 
 accept  the changes suggested. 
 
e) Points of interest for the Review 
 
Members heard representation from Mr Firth who had been asked how the communities of 
Rousay, Egilsay, Wyre & Gairsay could find out about matters being discussed by the CC 
prior to the meeting.  Members heard from the Clerk that she displayed notices brought to 
her attention at several venues and on occasions put snippets in the Review however, she 
had asked for guidance to be included from Democratic Services when they update the 
guidance notes for Clerks, and it was: - 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments and that any useful information should be sent for 
inclusion in the Review from both members and the Clerk prior to any meeting. 
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10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
RESOLVED that the next meeting would be held on Saturday, 1 December 2012 at 
10.15 am in the Church Centre Hall. 
 
11. CONCLUSION OF MEETING 
 
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 9.10 p.m. 


