
 MINUTES of the MEETING of 
 ROUSAY, EGILSAY, WYRE & GAIRSAY  

 COMMUNITY COUNCIL (REWGCC), held  
 in the ROUSAY COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

 on SATURDAY 4 FEBRUARY 2012, 
 at 10.15 a.m. 

  
 

Present:  Mr R Tipper, Mr M Hull, Mr E Dick, Mr A Firth, Miss I Murray and  
   Mr E Shortland 
 
In attendance: Councillor G Sinclair 
   Councillor R Madge 
   Ms F Troup, Head of Housing and Homelessness, OIC 
   Ms S McGregor, Senior Housing Officer, OIC 
   Mr D Sawkins, Interim Director of Marine Services 
   Capt. A Wylie, Marine Superintendent 
   Mrs D Compton, Clerk 
   2 Members of the Public 
 
 
1. PRESENTATION - ‘MEETING COMMUNITY NEEDS THROUGH LOCAL 

LETTINGS’  
 
Presentation was given by the Head of Housing and Homelessness who explained that 
currently there were ten applicants awaiting housing within the four island group, however, 
only one had a priority pass.  She discussed the criteria to get on the housing waiting list, 
answered questions on sustainability to encourage people to the islands and not away, and 
about the need for residents to register their housing needs so that Housing Services has an 
accurate record for housing demand on the islands.  She talked briefly about Housing 
Associations and how they work closely together with Orkney Islands Council, Housing 
Services. 
 
A member of the public brought to her attention the need for smaller one bedroom housing 
apartments thus freeing the larger two and three bedroom properties for families, 
encouraging people with children to the islands.   
 
The Head of Housing and Homelessness also asked members to encourage residents to 
complete the online survey at www.orkney.gov.uk and to click on Housing/Current 
Consultations or they could email on housing@orkney.gov.uk their responses would assist 
in formulating former plans for the areas, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments of the presentation and thank the Head of Housing and 
Homelessness and Senior Housing Officer for attending and bringing this issue to members’ 
attention. 

 
2. APOLOGIES 
 
RESOLVED to note that apologies for absence had been intimated on behalf of  
Mr EJA Flaws. 
 
3. ADOPTION  OF MINUTES – 3 DECEMBER 2011 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on Saturday, 3 December 2011 were approved, being 
proposed by Miss I Murray and seconded by Mr A Firth. 

http://www.orkney.gov.uk/
mailto:housing@orkney.gov.uk
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4. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 

a) Picnic Benches – Saviskaill Bay (3.12.11, para 4 (d)) 
 
Following consideration of the correspondence received from Democratic Services informing 
members that a few Community Council areas had purchased picnic benches in the past but  
they were unable to provide any details on where these had been purchased from, members 
then heard representation from Mr A Firth who informed them that Allans of Gillock Ltd had 
both picnic and seating benches at a cost of £160 plus VAT and £105 plus VAT respectively.  
Members briefly discussed this matter, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1)  to note the contents of the correspondence and comments; 
 
(2) to purchase two benches, one of each type for use at Saviskaill Bay;  
 
(3) that the Clerk contact Democratic Services applying for funding from the Community 
 Development Fund to cover the costs; and 
 
(4) that the Clerk would notify Mrs L Firth of the decision. 
 
b) Sunday Sailings (3.12.11, para 4 (c)) 
 
Representatives from Orkney Ferries: the Interim Director of Marine Services and the  
Marine Superintendent came to discuss the ongoing issue of Sunday sailings with members.  
They explained that with the current situation there is no flexibility to be able to provide a 
Sunday service in the winter months with the existing crews, due to their contracted hours, 
and legislation requirements.  
 
To even consider providing a service, the islanders would have to look at getting rid of the 
first and last trips on a specific day, thus shortening the crews’ working day to provide time 
for one morning and one afternoon trip on a Sunday.  Members discussed cutting a service 
during the day, however, that would not shorten the crews’ working day, so unacceptable. 
 
Members asked about getting additional crew to cover for a Sunday service, using the relief 
staff or even the crew that was standing down.  The representatives from Orkney Ferries 
explained that there was no money available to recruit extra staff, that there were insufficient 
relief staff and that the crew on rest time were unable to do this shift due to legislation and 
their contracted hours. 
 
Members asked about reducing the crews’ work times so both crews work and it was 
explained that such option would need union and staff agreement and that this was unlikely.  
 
Members asked if money could be found to fund a ferry service on a Sunday, whether  
Orkney Ferries could supply the staff.  The Interim Director of Marine Services explained that 
this would have to be investigated and they would have to cost the scheme. They also 
explained that the timetable was agreed in conjunction with Orkney Islands Council so 
changes would have to be discussed with that organisation as well. Councillor Sinclair 
informed members that they would need a good case to put before a committee to discuss 
this issue, and it was:-   
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) to note the comments; 
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(2) that the representatives of Orkney Ferries would discuss with both crews the 
 possibility of changes of  hours and ascertain their views; 
 
(3) that Orkney Ferries would provide members with a detailed costing to run the ferry 
 service on a Sunday in the winter months, also as a passenger only service and with 
 the cost of the crew only, if the boat hire could be found from elsewhere; and  
 
(4) that on receipt of the above, members would discuss the issue again with  Councillor 
 Sinclair with a view to providing any additional information necessary for him to take 
 back to Committee. 
 
c) Haulage of livestock etc from Egilsay (3.12.11, para 3 (g)) 
 
The representatives from Orkney Ferries discussed this matter with members, explaining 
that the service to Egilsay was the same as for the other isles and that berthing for any 
length of time was difficult at this destination. Members were also informed that doing this 
over the lunch period would not provide the crew with the down time they required as they 
would have to stay on alert.  
 
Members heard representation from Mr J E  Dick who explained that the island residents 
could only use hauliers from Mainland, who were only able to do two trips with a four to five 
hour wait between arriving and leaving the island.  He informed members that the costs were 
extremely high and that the island would only want the stop over on odd occasions. 
Members briefly discussed this further, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments and that Orkney Ferries were unable to take this matter 
further. 
 
d) Selling of Brinian House by NHS Orkney (3.12.11, para 10 (b)) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Chief Executive, NHS Orkney, 
copies of which had been circulated, members were informed that Brinian House was up for 
sale on the open market and that the house was owned by NHS Orkney and not held in 
trust, as many on the Community Council believed.  Members were also informed that 
accommodation would be rented for locum GP use, if and when required, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
e)  Fencing at Brinian Kirkyard, Rousay (3.12.11, para 3 (h)) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services on behalf of 
the Service Improvement Manager, copies of which had been circulated, regarding fencing 
at Brinyan kirkyard, members were informed that the Church is owned by the Church of 
Scotland, however, the surrounding land was transferred to the Council via the Church of 
Scotland Act 1925. Members briefly discussed this item, viewed the map provided and 
discussed the possibility of the area of land being included in the Kirkyard Maintenance 
Tenders, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) to note the contents of the correspondence; 
 
(2) that Councillor Sinclair would make enquiries to see if the waste area of land could 
 be included in the OIC Kirkyard Maintenance budget and therefore be eligible for 
 inclusion in the grass cutting tenders; and 
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(3) that the Clerk would issue a notice in the REW Review requesting quotes for the 
 erection of a wooden fence to divide the two areas of land.  
   
5. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
a) Better Broadband Campaign – Letter from Ms R Grant MSP and Invitation to 

Attend Discussion on Online and Mobile Telephone Services on 15 February 
2012 – Letter from Mr L McArthur MSP 

 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Ms R Grant and Mr L McArthur 
MSP’s, copies of which had been previously circulated, members briefly discussed this item, 
and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk would send a 
copy of the invitation to Ms M Koster, Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre Development Trust 
(REWDT) offering her the option to attend and provide feedback. 
 
b) Carriage of Unaccompanied Children – Policy in Effect from 1 January 2012 – 

Orkney Ferries 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services regarding the 
carriage of unaccompanied young people on Orkney Ferries, copies of which had been  
circulated, members briefly discussed this issue, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence.  
 
c) Big Lottery Launches £10 Million Sustainable Living Fund – (Cut off date 31 

January 2012) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services on behalf of 
the EU Liaison Officer regarding the launch of a scheme designed to support partnerships of 
public, private and voluntary sector bodies in helping communities address the economic, 
social and environmental effects of climate change, copies of which had been previously 
circulated, members  briefly discussed this issue, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
d) Orkney Ferries Ltd – Statistical Reports for November/December 2011 
 (Vehicle, Passenger & General Cargo/Livestock) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Orkney Ferries Ltd, copies of 
which had been previously circulated, it was:-  
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
e) Bank Accounts held in Community Council Name 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services, copies of 
which had been previously circulated, members were informed that under the Financial 
Regulations of Orkney Islands Council, policy prohibits the opening of bank accounts unless 
specifically for receipt of Lottery funding, after which the account must be closed.  Members 
briefly discussed this item and heard representation from the Clerk that REWGCC did not 
have a separate bank account, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
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f) The Scottish Government’s Reform of the Blue Badge Scheme – Changes in  
 Effect from 1 January 2012 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services regarding the 
Scottish Government’s Reform of the Blue Badge Scheme, copies of which had been 
previously circulated, members briefly discussed this item and it was noted that the cost of 
the badge had increased to £10 and that more changes were due in the near future, and it 
was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
g) Rousay Primary School – Letters of thanks 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Rousay Primary School, thanking 
members for the donations towards the children’s Christmas presents and kickboxing 
sessions, copies of which had been circulated, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
h) Wester Churchyard – Letter from Mrs L Firth 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Mrs L Firth, copies of which had 
been circulated, members were informed that most of the recent graves in the Wester 
churchyard were currently showing signs of sinking.  Members heard representation from Mr 
A Firth and Miss I Murray who informed them that top soil was needed to backfill the graves 
and level the ground.  Members discussed this item, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk will contact 
Democratic Services to ascertain who has responsibility in this instance and arrange for the 
problem to be rectified. 
 
i) The Future Outlook for Adult Social Services – (Invitation to attend 20 March 
 2012) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Ms C Finch, Inside Government, 
regarding the forthcoming meeting looking at identifying key priorities and improving adult 
care services, copies of which had been circulated, members briefly discussed this item, and 
it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
j) Consultation of the proposed Costa Head Wave Farm – Letter from Mr P 
 Campbell and SSE Renewables 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Mr P Campbell, Costa Head 
Project Manager and Mr P Tipler, EIA Project Manager informing members of the new joint 
venture between the groups and the commencement of an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) copies of which had been previously circulated, members briefly 
discussed this item, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
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k) Scottish Natural Heritage – Rousay Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Scottish Natural Heritage 
regarding the updating of the citation and list of operations requiring consent from SNH and 
a site map, copy of the letter which had been circulated, members heard representation from 
the Clerk that she had received a pack which could be viewed with the list, map and 
statement.  Members briefly discussed this item, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
6. CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS 
 
a) Draft Tourist Signposting Policy (Cut off date 31 January 2012) 
 
After consideration of the consultative document, Draft Tourist Signposting Policy, details of 
which had been previously circulated, members heard representation from the Clerk that no 
comments had been received, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
b) Verge Maintenance Plan 2012 (Cut off date 10 February 2012) 
 
After consideration of the consultative document, Verge Maintenance Plan 2012, details of 
which had been previously circulated, members briefly discussed this matter and felt that the 
one cut as planned for the year would be satisfactory providing the road operative be 
allowed to carry out safety cuts and strim the blind corners on his own initiative. Members 
discussed the problems experienced the previous year, when the verges were so overgrown 
that people using the roads could not see what was coming, walkers could not see where 
ditches or cuts were on the verges and fell down the holes and numerous young bird 
fatalities occurred as the verges were too high preventing the birds from flying or moving out 
of the way of traffic, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk would submit the 
REWGCC comments to Democratic Services in response to the consultation.  
 
c) Winter Maintenance Plan 2011/12 (Cut off date 30 April 2012) 
 
After consideration of the consultative document, Winter Maintenance Plan 2011/12, details 
of which had been previously circulated, members briefly discussed the item and heard 
representation from Mr A Firth in his role as Municipal and Road Services Representative, 
that he had looked at the plan and had no comment to make, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
7. FINANCE 
 
a) General Finance 
 
After consideration of the Community Council General Finance Statement as of  
19 January 2012, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the balance remaining within the General Fund was estimated at 
£8,820.37. 
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b) Community Council Grant Scheme (CCGS)  
 
After consideration of the Community Council Grant Scheme Statement as of 19 January 
2012, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that the total capping limit had been exceeded by £813.15. 
 
a) Community Development Fund (CDF)  
 
After consideration of the Community Development Fund Statement as of 19 January 2012, 
it was:-  
 
RESOLVED to note that £2,700 remained available for allocation. 
 
b) Seed Corn Funding 
 
After consideration of the Seed Corn Funding Statement as of 19 January 2012, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that £5,965 had been approved and claimed to date. 
 
8. FINANCIAL REQUESTS 
 
a) Rousay SWRI – Request for Financial Assistance to buy a Drum Carder 

 
Following consideration of the correspondence received from the Rousay SWRI, requesting 
financial assistance towards purchase of a drum carder to be used for the craft classes 
(current one worn out), members briefly discussed this item, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to award a donation of £350. 
 
9. REPORT FROM MEETING ATTENDED BY MEMBERS 
 
a) Ferry Tariff Review Consultation,  Rousay, Monday 19 December 2011 
 
Members attended the above meeting at the Rousay Community School, Monday 19 
December 2011.  They heard representation from the Clerk that following this session Mr R 
Tipper, Chairperson for the REWGCC sent a response to the tariff review consultation 
committee which was received and submitted by the cut off date, 4 January 2012.  No 
further information regarding this matter had been heard to date, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments and await the report. 
 
10. PUBLICATIONS 
 
The following publication had been received and made available to members: -  
 
Sale of office furniture – furniture@work, Queens Diamond Jubilee – Insignia, Rethinking the 
role of the local authority – Public Sector Efficiency Expo, Add some sport to your outdoor 
space – Russell Play, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the publications. 
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11. ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS 
 
a) Clerk’s Laptop 

 
Members heard representation from the Clerk that she had not yet read the report about the 
Community Council’s laptop, and it was:-  
 
RESOLVED to note her comments and that this item would be carried over for discussion at 
the next meeting. 
 
b) Proposed Changes to the Kirkwall Grammar School Timetable 
 
The members heard representation from Mr A Firth that, Kirkwall Grammar School is in the 
process of changing its start and finishing times.  He informed members that the children  
would be arriving at least ten minutes after the new start time and due to the proposed new 
finish time they would be unable to catch the 16.05 ferry, therefore they would have to return 
on the 18.05 boat.  He explained that this had ramifications with making connections for the 
bus and length of time the children were away from home.  Councillor Sinclair was asked for 
his comment, but he was still awaiting further information.  Members were informed by Mr 
Firth that the Education Department was attending the Rousay Community School on 
7 February 2012 to discuss this matter, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments and that the members would notify the Clerk if they had 
any responses to put forward to the Education Department. 
 
c) Meeting held between NHS Orkney, Health Committee and REWGCC –  
 11 July 2011 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services regarding the 
invoice from Rousay Community Association, of which a copy was given to the members at 
the meeting, showing a room hire charge for a meeting held on 11 July 2011, Members 
heard representation from the Clerk that Democratic Services had questioned the amount as 
there were no notes or minutes and they asked if this bill should be charged to REWGCC.   
The Clerk explained to members that she had an email from Mr R Tipper which showed that 
he was going to request that NHS Orkney meet with the REWGCC and other interested 
parties.  Members briefly discussed this item, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments and that the Clerk would ask Democratic Services to pay 
for this meeting.   
 
d) Kirkyard Maintenance 
 
Members heard representation from Mr R Tipper that the contracts for the Kirkyard 
Maintenance were due for renewal.  Members discussed this item, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) to note the contents of the comments; 
 
(2) to advertise the Kirkyard Maintenance as a three year contract; 
 
(3) that the advert should be placed in the March edition of the REW Review;  
 
(4)  that the closing date for tenders should be 23 March 2012; and 
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(5) that powers should be delegated to the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson to open 
 and award the tenders. 
 
e) Change of Venue for the REWGCC Meetings 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services, regarding 
the costs of hiring a room in the school compared to hiring the church centre hall in which to 
hold REWGCC meetings, copies of which were circulated, members briefly discussed this 
item.  The letter made it clear that any future meetings would need to be at the church hall.  
Members heard representation from the Clerk, that the room was available for the 
forthcoming agreed meeting dates, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk would contact 
Mrs L Firth to book the hall. 
 
f) Waiting Room at Tingwall Ferry Terminal 
 
Members heard representation from Mr E Shortland who recently made use of the facilities 
in the waiting room at Tingwall.  He informed members that the seating provided was limited 
and uncomfortable, that the telephone did not work and that if anyone should arrive out of 
hours, they would be unable to call for assistance as this was housed in the waiting room 
and the door is locked.  He also remarked that were no facilities for obtaining a drink.  
Members discussed this matter, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments and that the Clerk would ask Democratic Services to 
contact Marine Services to see if it was possible to extend and improve the seating, provide 
a working telephone in an area accessible to all and provide a vending machine. 
 
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
RESOLVED that the next meeting will be held on Saturday, 14 April 2012 at 10.05 a.m. in 
the Church Hall. 
 
12. CONCLUSION OF MEETING 
 
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 13.40 p.m. 


