
 MINUTES of the MEETING of 
 ROUSAY, EGILSAY, WYRE & GAIRSAY  

 COMMUNITY COUNCIL (REWGCC), held  
 in the ROUSAY COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

 on SATURDAY 3 DECEMBER 2011, 
 at 10.15 a.m. 

  
 

Present:  Mr R Tipper, Mr M Hull, Mr A Firth and Miss I Murray. 
 
In attendance: Councillor G Sinclair 
   Mrs D Compton, Clerk 
 
1. APOLOGIES 
 
RESOLVED to note that apologies for absence had been intimated on behalf of Mr J E Dick, 
Mr E J A Flaws and Mr E Shortland. 
 
2. ADOPTION  OF MINUTES – 20 SEPTEMBER 2011 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 20 September 2011 were approved, being proposed by  
Miss I Murray and seconded by Mr A Firth. 
 
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
a) NHS Orkney – Dispensing of Medicines from Island View Surgery (20.9.11, 

para 3 (e)) 
 
Following consideration of the leaflet ‘Dispensing Information’ and letter sent to the Chief 
Executive, NHS Orkney by Mr R Tipper, copies of which had been previously circulated, 
members briefly discussed this issue and were informed that the dispensing of medicines 
was still being carried out at the surgery and no date had been set to change this, and it 
was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and to await contact from NHS 
Orkney regarding this matter. 
 
b) Scottish Ambulance Service (SAS) – First Responders and Emergency 

Procedure (20.9.11, para 3 (d)) 
 
Following consideration of the correspondence received from the Area Service Manager 
(Islands), Scottish Ambulance Service, copies of which had been previously circulated,  
members discussed the issue of First Responders and were informed that several volunteer 
ambulance drivers had completed their initial ‘First Person on Scene’ training.  Other people 
had expressed an interest in the scheme but, to date, there was no training planned.   
 
Miss I Murray informed members that in the case of an emergency situation the residents of 
the islands should contact 999 and the Control Room staff would log the call and be 
responsible for contacting the Community First Responders and this would include the GP 
and/or Nurse.  In non-emergency situations, the islanders were advised to contact the 
Balfour Hospital Switchboard out of hours or GP surgery in hours, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and comments. 
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c) Sunday Sailings (20.9.11, para 9(d)) (Item carried over from the previous 
meeting) 

 
Mr A Firth had attended the Inter–Isles Ferry Consultative Committee meeting on 6 October 
2011 and had brought up the issue of ‘Sunday sailings’ on behalf of the Community Council.  
The response had been that there was no capacity for Sunday sailings and it would mean 
that a shorter working day would have to be considered for Saturdays.  This matter was 
discussed between the members and Councillor Sinclair and they stressed that Rousay, 
Egilsay & Wyre wanted a service that was cost effective and in-line with the other islands.  
Mr A Firth explained that it would cost Orkney Ferries approximately £38,000 to provide a 
boat for use with two sailings on a Sunday however, this did not take into account the staff 
cost, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) to note the comments; 
 
(2) that the Clerk ask Democratic Services to invite Marine Services to attend the next 

REWGCC meeting in Rousay on Saturday, 4 February 2012 to debate this matter 
and provide evidence of why a Sunday service is not in their opinion a viable option; 
and 

 
(3) that Councillor G Sinclair will try to obtain statistical information about who is using 

the ferry, what tickets they use etc., and in addition see if any data is available about 
whether people have tried to book the ferry and were unable to, due to a lack of 
spare capacity. 

 
d) Picnic Benches – Saviskaill Bay and Other Areas (20.9.11, para 9 (e)) (Item 

carried over from previous meeting) 
 
Following consideration of the correspondence received from Democratic Services on behalf 
of the Criminal Justice Service Manager regarding the supply of picnic benches at various 
sites in Rousay, copies of which had been previously circulated, members heard 
representation from Mr A Firth regarding the benches supplied, and he suggested that a 
better quality and sturdier construction was required.  Members briefly discussed this item, 
and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) to note the contents of the correspondence and comments; 
 
(2) that the Clerk contact Democratic Services to ascertain where other Community 

Councils had purchased benches on behalf of their groups, and if any group discount 
scheme had been in operation; 

 
(3) that the Clerk request Democratic Services to contact the Criminal Justice team and 

inform them that REWGCC would not be pursuing this matter;  
 
(4) that Mr A Firth would obtain prices for the supply of benches from various outlets; 

and 
 
(5) that the Clerk contact Mrs L Firth to apprise her of the situation. 
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e) Reporting of Defects at Piers (21.6.11, para, 4 (e)) 
 
Following consideration of the correspondence received from Democratic Services on behalf 
of the Interim Director of Marine Services, copies of which had been circulated, members 
were informed that a revised system had been put in place and that the reporting of defects 
can, and is, carried out by Marine Services staff at any time.  Marine Service staff can 
arrange for either local repairs or for contractors from the Mainland to attend and rectify the 
problem.  Members were also informed that currently there was only one cleaner on Wyre, 
minimal cover in Egilsay and that the system for the three islands was not yet complete, and 
it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments and that the Clerk would contact Ms Woodford advising 
her of the situation. 
 
f) GP Room, Rousay Community School (29.9.11, para 3 (c)) 
 
Following consideration of the plan received from Democratic Services which showed the 
school but which did not highlight the shared school or community areas, members heard 
representation from the Clerk that she had passed a copy of this to the Rousay Community 
Association advising them of the Community Council’s decision from the previous meeting, 
and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and comments and that this matter 
was now concluded. 
 
g) Haulage of Livestock and Other Goods from Egilsay (20.9.11, para 9 (g)) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services on behalf of 
the Head of Operations (Ferries and Towage) and Marine Services, copies of which were 
circulated, members were advised that Mr Dick had been contacted and he had suggested 
that the ferry could be berthed alongside the Egilsay Pier for a period of time.  The Head of 
Operations pointed out that Egilsay Pier was not suitable for the ferry berthing alongside for 
any length of time due to motion and adverse weather conditions and that the crew would 
have to manoeuvre the boat off the berth at times, which would not be an acceptable 
situation.  They also suggested that a special charter outside the normal timetable, subject to 
crew availability, was a possible option, however, this would be chargeable to the charterers.  
This matter was discussed, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that Councillor G Sinclair would 
have this item included in the next Inter-Isles Ferry Consultative Committee meeting. 
 
h) Fencing at Brinyan Kirkyard, Rousay (20.9.11, para 9 (c)) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services on behalf of 
the Service Development Officer, copies of which were circulated, members were informed 
that due to budget constraints the erection of a wooden fence to separate the burial site from 
the adjacent waste area could not be undertaken at this time.  Members briefly discussed 
this item, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) to note the contents of the correspondence; 
 
(2) that members would visit the site to look at the work needed to tidy the area; and 
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(3) that the Clerk would contact Democratic Services asking them to confirm the 
relevant boundaries encompassing the Kirkyard and adjacent derelict land that are 
in the holding of O.I.C. 

 
4. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
a) Orkney Ferries Ltd – Statistical Reports for August – October 2011 (Vehicle, 

Passenger & General Cargo/Livestock) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Orkney Ferries Ltd, copies of 
which had been previously circulated, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
b) Rousay Community School – Letters of thanks 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Rousay Community School, 
copies of which were circulated, thanking members for their generous support in assisting 
the school with the Hoy Trip, members looked at the letters and photos from the children, 
and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence.  
 
c) West Coast Energy Ltd – Invitation to Presentation on 21 October 2011 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from West Coast Energy Ltd inviting 
members to attend a presentation on community renewables, focusing on community benefit 
initiatives, copies of which had been previously circulated, members had been unable to 
attend, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
d) Scottish Water – Follow Scottish Water’s Winter Code and be Prepared for 

Winter 
 
Following consideration of the correspondence received from Scottish Water about its winter 
campaign to encourage customers in communities across Scotland to follow their winter 
code – protect your pipes, be prepared and heat, insulate and protect your home, copies of 
which had been circulated, it was noted that the website address advised where members of 
the public could get further information and advice by contacting 
www.scottishwater.co.uk/winter .  Members heard representation from the Clerk that she had 
put up leaflets in various places, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
e) SSE Renewables – Scoping Report Consultation on the Proposed Westray 

South Tidal Array and Related Onshore Works  
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from SSE Renewables, copies of which 
had been previously circulated, regarding the scoping report consultation on the proposed 
Westray South Tidal Array and related Onshore works and informing members that a copy of 
the report was now available on request from SSER, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 

http://www.scottishwater.co.uk/winter
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f) Housing Presentation – Request from the Assistant Director to give 
Presentation on 4 February 2012 

 
Following consideration of the correspondence received from Democratic Services on behalf 
of the Assistant Director of Housing requesting the opportunity to come and give a 
presentation to members on Local Lettings Initiative and the Local Lettings Plan as well as 
the Draft Local Housing Strategy, copies of which had been previously circulated, members 
briefly discussed this item, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and invite the Assistant Director of 
Housing to attend the meeting on 4 February 2012. 
 
g) Parish Magazines – Letter from Mr. R Owen 
 
Following consideration of the correspondence received from Mr Owen who is looking to 
create a national directory of village and parish magazines offering support and help to each 
other, copies of which had been previously circulated, members briefly discussed this item, 
and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
h) Island Tourist Brochure 2012 (Cut off date 30 November 2011) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services regarding the 
updating/amending of the Island Tourist Brochure, details of which had been previously 
circulated, members heard representation from the Clerk that she had put a notice in the 
Review, put up posters in various places and contacted the people in the relevant section of 
the brochure (Rousay, Egilsay & Wyre), and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk had forwarded 
the amendments etc to Democratic Services by the cut off date. 
 
i) Winter Service Plan 2011-2012  - Orkney Islands Council  
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services enclosing a 
copy of the Winter Service Plan in respect of the forthcoming winter 2011/2012 and 
consultation process beginning in January 2012, copies of which had been previously 
circulated, members briefly discussed this matter, and it was:-  
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and pass the Winter Service Plan to 
the Municipal and Road Services Representative (MARS). 
 
j) 2012 Meetings and Electoral Arrangements 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services informing 
members that the proposed Community Council elections are likely to be held on 29 May 
2012, copies of which had been previously circulated, members discussed this item and 
heard representation from the Clerk that the next meeting after the above date was Tuesday, 
19 June 2012, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
 
 



 6

k) Email from Mrs. J Gibson – Travel Expenses Petition - Scottish Education 
Authorities 

 
Following consideration of the email received from Mrs J Gibson regarding the Scottish 
Education Authorities ceasing to assist travel in post school years, copies of which had been 
previously circulated, members briefly discussed this item, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that members would access 
the link and advise the Clerk if a formal response was required. 
 
l) Orkney Local Access Forum (OLAF) & Countryside Committee 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from OLAF with details of their 
forthcoming meeting on 12 December 2011 and the Minutes of the  Meeting held on  
19 September 2011, copies of which were circulated, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
5. CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS 
 
a) Commission on Rural Education Call for Evidence (Cut off date 12 January 

2012) 
 
After consideration of the consultative document, Commission on Rural Education Call for 
Evidence and questionnaire, details of which had been previously circulated, members 
briefly discussed this item, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that members would either 
contact the Commission on Rural Education Secretariat direct or provide feedback to the 
Clerk. 
 
b) Local Housing Strategy Consultative Draft 2011-2016  - Orkney Islands Council 

(Cut off date 31 December 2011) 
 
After consideration of the consultative document, Local Housing Strategy Consultative Draft 
2011-2016, details of which had been previously circulated, members heard representation 
from the Clerk, that details had been put in the Review and the leaflet displayed at various 
sites, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that members would either 
contact Democratic Services direct with any comments or provide feedback to the Clerk. 
 
c) Draft Development Quality Within Settlements Supplementary Planning 

Guidance – Orkney Islands Council (Cut off date 16 December 2011) 
 
After consideration of the consultative document, Draft Development Quality Within 
Settlements Supplementary Planning Guidance, details of which had been previously 
circulated, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that members would either 
contact Democratic Services direct with any comments or provide feedback to the Clerk. 
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d) Consultation on Charging for Telecare Services Including Community Care 
Alarms – Orkney Islands Council (Cut off date 4 January 2012) 

 
After consideration of the consultative document, Consultation on Charging for Telecare 
Services including Community Care Alarms, copies of which were circulated, members 
heard representation from the Clerk that a notice had been put in the Review and in various 
places and that hard copies of the form were available from Marion’s Shop.  Members 
discussed this matter, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk would contact 
Democratic Services expressing the concerns of REWGCC and explaining that the group 
was against any charges been placed on this service.   
 
6. FINANCE 
 
a) General Finance 
 
After consideration of the Community Council General Finance Statement as of  
17 November 2011, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the balance remaining within the General Fund was estimated at 
£8,221.82. 
 
b) Community Council Grant Scheme (CCGS)  
 
After consideration of the Community Council Grant Scheme Statement as of 17 November 
2011, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that the total capping limit had been exceeded by £1,189.35. 
 
c) Community Development Fund (CDF)  
 
After consideration of the Community Development Fund Statement as of 17 November 
2011, it was:-  
 
RESOLVED to note that £2,700 remained available for allocation. 
 
d) Seed Corn Funding 
 
After consideration of the Seed Corn Funding Statement as of 17 November 2011, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that £5,965 had been approved and claimed to date. 
 
7. FINANCIAL REQUESTS 
 
a) Rousay SWRI – Request for financial assistance with travelling costs to the 

Baking Show 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Rousay SWRI, requesting 
financial assistance with the return travelling costs of one car and four passengers to 
transport the produce and visit the Orkney Baking Show on 1 October 2011, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to award a donation of £28.45. 
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b) Rousay Community School – Request for Financial Assistance with Travelling 
Costs of Instructor to set up a Kickboxing Club on Rousay 

 
Following consideration of the correspondence received from Rousay Community School, 
requesting financial assistance with the travelling costs of an instructor to set up a 
Kickboxing Club on Rousay travelling from Kirkwall and back, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to award a donation of £200. 
 
8. REPORT FROM MEETING ATTENDED BY MEMBER 
 INTER-ISLES FERRY SERVICES CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, 6 
 OCTOBER 2011 
 
Members heard representation from Mr A Firth that when he attended the above meeting, an 
introduction on the Ferry Tariff Review was given and that this was to be discussed at the 
Public Meeting in Rousay to be held on 3 December 2011.  He had nothing further to add at 
this time. 
 
9. PUBLICATIONS 
 
The following publication had been received and made available to members: -  
 
Dotcom – Doormats, Scotsturf 2011 – Meeting in Edinburgh, Zhuhai Chanshen Wire & 
Cable Ltd – HDMI DVI Cable USD 0/10 for one piece, Anglican Church in South Africa – 
Hope Africa, Norfolk China Ltd – Queens Diamond Jubilee 2012, Insignia – Queens 
Diamond Jubilee 2012 and Sustainable Options – products made from recycled waste, and it 
was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that no publications were required by the members. 
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10. ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS 
 
a) Video Conferencing Facilities 
 
Following consideration of the correspondence received from NHS Orkney Health & Care 
regarding the response to the Public Partnership Forum from the islands (20.9.11, para 4 
(b)), copies of which had been previously circulated, members discussed this item and heard 
representation from the Clerk that she had been informed that before the modifications to the 
school, video conferencing equipment and facilities had been available.  However, since the 
school had been updated, the equipment no longer worked or was incompatible with current 
standards.   
 
Councillor Sinclair was informed that the Community side of the school did not have 
broadband access and that the only video conferencing facilities available were at the 
Rousay surgery, however, if only three people were in attendance, the room was full.  
Members explained that the Development Trust were attempting to get telephone 
conferencing set up between the three islands.  The use of Skype was suggested and 
members explained about the problems encountered when trying to watch the Royal 
Wedding.   
 
A good argument for having this facility was demonstrated, as due to the adverse weather 
conditions, members, Councillors and those holding the Ferry Tariff Review Meeting were 
unable to attend due to travelling disruptions.   
 
Members also expressed its usefulness as a tool for meeting the learning and training needs 
of island residents and providing them with the opportunity to participate in local debates that 
could affect the lives, health and wellbeing of island community living, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments and that Councillor G Sinclair would look at what facilities 
other schools had and if the Council could help provide something. 
 
b) Brinyan House 
 
Members heard representation from Mr A Firth that, on hearsay, he had heard that the 
doctor’s house next to the surgery was being put up for sale.  Members discussed this issue 
in connection with housing the locums covering the GP, and the belief that the house was 
held in trust for the people of the three islands, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments and that the Clerk would write to NHS Orkney on behalf 
of REWGCC asking about their plans for this property. 
 
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
RESOLVED that the next meeting will be held on Saturday, 4 February 2012 at 10.15 a.m.. 
 
12. CONCLUSION OF MEETING 
 
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 12.20 p.m. 


