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Minute of the Meeting of Rousay, Egilsay, Wyre and 
Gairsay Community Council held in the Church Centre Hall 
on Tuesday, 20 September 2016 at 19:00 

Present: 

A Firth, J Garson, Ms R Harris, Ms C Macguire, Ms C Cox, R Tipper and 
E Shortland.  

In Attendance: 

• Councillor S Hagan. 
• Councillor G Sinclair. 
• Councillor J Stockan. 
• G Barr, Executive Director. 
• L Fraser, Housing Manager. 
• Mrs J Montgomery, Empowering Communities Liaison Officer. 
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1. D and I Tour update 

Councillor J Stockan gave an update on progress from the Development and 
Infrastructure (D and I) Tour and advised members of how their comments and views 
were valuable to the exercise. G Barr, Executive Director, Development and 
Infrastructure, updated members on the documents. Members raised concerns 
regarding recycling on the islands, depopulation of the smaller islands and the 
importance of the Strategic Transport Appraisal Guidance (STAG) consultation. 
Following discussion, it was: 

Resolved that: 

A. A meeting should be set up with the Waste Team and a representative from 
Egilsay and Wyre along with the local contractor to discuss possible recycling 
avenues. 

B. At item 16 on the report where it advised that there were no contractors on 
Rousay, Flaws Engineering should be included. 

C. To note that members hoped that community councils would be consulted via the 
STAG report on local fare structure.  

2. Egilsay School 

After hearing a presentation from L Fraser, Housing Manager, advising members on 
the present situation regarding the Egilsay Schoolhouse and various options as to its 
future, it was: 

Resolved that the Housing Manager would discuss the situation further with a 
representative from Egilsay and Rousay Development Trust.  

3. Apologies 

Resolved to note that apologies for absence had been intimated by Councillor 
S Clackson.  

4. Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday, 14 June 2016 

The minute of the meeting held on 22 September 2015 was approved, being 
proposed by Ms R Harris and seconded by Ms C Cox. 

5. Matters Arising  

A. Patient Travel scheme 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from the Chief Executive, 
NHS Orkney regarding the Patient Travel Scheme Policy, and it was: 
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Resolved to note that a draft policy was going before the NHS Orkney’s Finance and 
Performance committee meeting for approval on 29 September 2016, and a copy of 
the revised policy would be forwarded. 

B. Inter-Island Ferry fares  
Following consideration of the applicatons submitted for the meeting and on paying 
the total sum of £283.25 for these applications there would only be £63.50 of 
allocated funding remaining, it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To note the contents of the information. 

2. That the applicants should all be forwarded the relevant tickets for inter island 
travel. 

3. That a further £300 should be added to the funding increasing the total available 
to 363.70. 

4. That an advert should be placed in the Rousay Review advising the community 
that further application were invited. 

5. That the closing date for applications should be submitted to the Clerk by 
14 November 2016. 

C. Wyre Kirkyard 
The Clerk advised members on the details held regarding the access situation to the 
Wyre Kirkyard and land ownership. Members were advised that the stockproof 
fencing that had been put in place was creating problems with access to the kirk due 
to being placed over the top of a step, and it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To note the contents of the report: 

2. That the Clerk should write Mr M Flaws and Mrs M Flaws at Kringlo, Wyre, to 
ascertain landownership at the access area of the Kirkyard. 

D. Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre Winter Ferry Timetables 2016/2017 
After hearing a report from the Clerk advising members that the winter timetable had 
been set and agreed by Orkney Islands Council and MCA. Members were of the 
opinion that the 18:00 departure from Tingwall each night had made the situation 
worse in particular for the many commuters from the island. Councillor Sinclair 
advised that he would bring the situation up at the Board of Orkney Ferries meeting 
due to be held the following day however this should have been brought up at the Air 
and Ferries Consultative Forum meeting on 22 August 2016. Member advised that 
the preference, as had been indicated previously, was to remove the five minutes 
from either the Egilsay or Wyre turnaround at the end of the day rather than at the 
Tingwall part of the trip, and it was: 
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Resolved: 

1. To note the content of the report: 

2. To note that Councillor Sinclair would raise this item at the Board of Orkney 
Ferries: 

3. That the Clerk would advise Orkney Islands Council of members views. 

E. NHS Orkney 
1. Island View Surgery 

Following consideration of the minute of the meeting between NHSO and Rousay, 
Egilsay, Wyre and Gairsay Community Council held on 26 July 2016, it was: 

Resolved to note the content of the minute. 

2. Surgery Opening Times 

Ms C Cox advised members of the present arrangements for Egilsay residents 
accessing NHSO facilities and that at present the system was working well, and it 
was: 

Resolved to note the content of the report.  

3. Ferry Timetable  

Consideration was given to the correspondence received from NHSO and 
Orkney Ferries following a request to consider the possible adjustment of the 
timetable to alleviate long stopovers for Egilsay residents wishing to attend medical 
appointments on Rousay, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

F. Notice Boards for Rousay 
Following consideration of the provision of notice boards on the island which had 
been deferred from the last meeting, it was: 

Resolved to note J Garson was looking into the matter. 

G. Church Centre Roof 
Following consideration of correspondence which had been received from Rousay 
Church of Scotland advising members that they were not longer going to replace the 
roof however they were looking at doing some essential repairs. Members then 
considered the new funding application, for the sum of £2,500 towards the cost of 
essential repairs, which included the hire of scaffolding, and it was: 

Resolved: 
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1. That the Clerk write to the applicant requesting sight of a second quote for the 
work: 

2. That on receipt of the second quote an email round members should be 
undertaken. 

H. School Bus Routes 
After hearing a report from the Clerk advising members that the Winter Maintenance 
Plan had been amended to include the priorities that had been advised by the 
community council, it was: 

Resolved to note the content of the report. 

I. Electric Vehicle Charging Point 
After hearing a report advising members that there should not be a problem, in 
principle, of siting a electric vehicle charging point at Tingwall however Orkney 
Islands Council would require to develop a plan and address any permission that 
may be required, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the report and that the relevant officer would 
contact Rousay Development Trust in this connection.  

J. Cancellation of the Ferry on 11 June 2016 
Ms C Cox advised members of the situation regarding the cancellation of the ferry on 
11 June 2016, due to technical failure, and a group of visitors booked to travel to 
Egilsay, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the report.  

K. Tourist Leaflets 
After hearing a report advising members that Mrs I Flaws had contacted The 
Orcadian and had received a copy of the tourist brochure for Rousay, and it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would contact Mrs I Flaws regarding the tourist brochure.  

L. Garden Area at Waiting Room 
Following further consideration regarding the condition of the garden area at the 
waiting room at the pier, it was: 

Resolved to advertise in the Rousay Review inviting interest in tidying up and 
maintaining the garden area at the waiting room.  

M. Community Council Road Scheme 
Following consideration of the possibility of operating a Community Council Road 
Scheme, it was: 

Resolved to defer consideration to the next meeting and that the Clerk would put 
together information regarding various schemes operated by other Community 
Councils for members information.  
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N. Scrap Car Scheme 
Following consideration of the possibility of operating a Community Council Scrap 
Car Scheme, it was: 

Resolved to defer consideration to the next meeting and that the Clerk would put 
together information regarding various schemes operated by other Community 
Councils for members information.  

O. Wyre Pier Explosion Exclusion Zone  
Following consideration of correspondence advising member that the Deputy 
Harbour Master (Strategy and Support) had provided information regarding the Wyre 
Pier Exclusion Zone and that it was hoped Marine Service were now moving in the 
correct direction to obtain a satisfactory outcome for all. Members were of the 
opinion that the zone still left part of the island with an area where any house 
building would meet difficulties in securing planning permission and with the decline 
in population of the island this was not ideal, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

6. Correspondence 

A. Community Development Fund (CDF) 
Following consideration of correspondence advising members that following the 
General Meeting held on 05 July 2016, the Council had agreed that each Community 
Council would be allocated the sum of £5,000 from the CDF, and that any 
unallocated funds from the previous allocations would not be withdrawn, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

B. Legion Scotland 
Following consideration of correspondence from Legion Scotland requesting that 
members give consideration to the adding of 566418 Pilot Sergeant Robert Marwick 
Mainland – Royal Airforce to the Rousay War Memorial. 

Resolved that member agreed to the name being added to the Rousay War 
Memorial. 

C. Islands of Orkney Brochure 2017 
Following consideration of correspondence from Democratic Services requesting 
that any amendments to take place in the 2017 brochure be carried out prior to 
Friday 30 September 2016. 

Resolved that members wished to change one of the pictures at the top of the 
brochure for one of St Magnus Kirk, Wyre.  

D. Scottish Islands Federation 
Following consideration of correspondence from Scottish Islands Federation asking 
member to complete a survey, it was: 
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Resolved that Ms C Cox would complete the survey on behalf of the Community 
Council.  

E. Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre Development Trust (REWDT) 
Following consideration of correspondence from REWDT advising members of 
various requirements for the island of Wyre, it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To note that most of the points raised in the correspondence had already been 
dealt with at different points in the meeting. 

2. The Clerk would respond to the correspondence accordingly.  

3. To note that Orkney Islands Council and Highland and Island Enterprise were 
looking into the possibility of providing mid census population figures. 

F. Community Council Conference 
Following consideration of correspondence from Democratic Services advising 
members of the forthcoming Community Council Conference, it was: 

Resolved that A Firth and J Garson would attend the conference.  

G. Pentland Firth and Orkney Waters Marine Spatial Plan (PFOW) 
Following consideration of correspondence from PFOW advising members of 
information that was available on the website, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the report. 

H. Police Report 
Consideration was given to the correspondence received from PC Simon Hay 
advising members of the proposed visiting timetable for north isles, and it was: 

Resolved: 

1. That the population figures were inaccurate. 

2. To note the contents of the correspondence. 

7. Finance 

A. General Financial Statement 
Following consideration of the General Finance Statement at 6 September 2016, it 
was: 

Resolved to note the balance of £22,058.50 at 6 September 2016. 
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B. Community Council Grant Scheme (CCGS) 
Following consideration of the Community Council Grant Scheme Statement at 
6 September 2016, it was: 

Resolved to note the balance remaining for approval of £2,299.44 in the main 
capping limit, £650 in the additional limit and £630 in the island limit at 
6 September 2016. 

C. Community Development Fund (CDF) 
Following consideration of the Community Development Fund Statement at 
6 September 2016, it was: 

Resolved to note the balance had been fully allocated at 6 September 2016. 

D. Seed Corn Fund 
Following consideration of the Seed Corn Fund Statement at 6 September 2016, it 
was: 

Resolved to note the balance remaining for approval of £9,035 at 6 September 2016. 

8. Requests for Financial Assistance 

A.Egilsay Community Association 
Ms C Cox declared an interest in this item and was not present during discussion. 

Following consideration of correspondence from Egilsay Community Association 
requesting assistance towards the cost of the annual fireworks display, it was: 

Resolved to award a grant of £250 and that an application should be submitted for 
Community Council Grant Scheme assistance on the cost of £250. 

B. Rousay Community Association 
J Garson and Mrs C Macguire declared an interest in the item and were not present 
during discussion. 

Following consideration of correspondence from Rousay Community Association 
requesting assistance towards the cost of hiring the MV Eynhallow to return to 
Tingwall following the annual Harvest Home, it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To award a grant of up to £750 towards the cost of the boat hire. 

2. To apply for Community Council Grant Scheme assistance on the cost of £750. 

3. That Rousay Community Association should be advised that fares required to be 
collected for the trip. 
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C. Rousay Community Association 
J Garson and Mrs C Macguire declared an interest in the item and were not present 
during discussion. 

Following consideration of correspondence from Rousay Community Association 
requesting assistance towards the cost of the annual fireworks display, it was: 

Resolved to award a grant of £500 and that an application should be submitted for 
Community Council Grant Scheme assistance on the cost of £500. 

D. Rousay Horticultural Society 
Following consideration of correspondence from Rousay Horticultural Society 
requesting assistance towards the travel cost for judges travelling to the island, it 
was: 

Resolved to award a donation of £50 towards the cost. 

E. Rousay Women’s Institute (RWI) 
Following consideration of correspondence from RWI requesting assistance towards 
the travel cost for attending the annual Baking Show on the Orkney mainland, it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would ascertain the actual cost and that a donation would be 
made on actual costs. 

9. Publications 

Resolved to note that the following publication was available to members: 

• Orkney Ferries Statistics – April and May 2016. 

10. Any Other Competent Business 

A. Heritage Centre  

Following consideration of correspondence from Rousay and Wyre Ladies Guild 
advising that they had contacted Marine Services regarding the condition of various 
items within the Heritage Centre, it was: 
Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Community 
Council would also forward their concerns to Orkney Islands Council.  

B. Verge Cutting – Wyre and Egilsay 
After hearing a report advising members of the lateness of the verge cutting in 
Egilsay and Wyre, it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would obtain a copy of the Verge Maintenance Plan section 
for Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre for the next meeting.  
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C. Ticketing on Ferry 
Following discussion regarding the various scenarios of ticketing provision and 
whether there was a new ticketing process in force, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the discussion. 

D. Community Resilience Planning 
Following consideration of correspondence from Orkney Islands Council enclosing a 
questionnaire of community resilience, it was: 

Resolved that A Firth would complete and return the questionnaire. 

E. Tingwall Car Park 
After hearing a report regarding the parking at Tingwall Pier and the lack of space, it 
was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would advise Orkney Islands Council of the situation. 

11. Date of Next Meeting 

Resolved to note that the next meeting would be held on 26 November 2016 and 
that the Clerk would look for a suitable date in February and advise members. 

12. Conclusion of Meeting 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 21:45. 
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