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Minute of the Meeting of Rousay, Egilsay, Wyre and 
Gairsay Community Council held in the Rousay Church 
Centre Hall on Saturday, 16 April 2016 at 10:15 

Present: 

Mr A Firth, Mr J Garson, Ms R Harris, Mrs C Maguire, Mr E Shortland and 
Mr R Tipper. 

In Attendance: 

• Councillor S Clackson. 
• Ms A Esslemont, LEADER Development Officer. 
• Mrs D Compton, Clerk. 
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1. Apologies 

Resolved to note that apologies for absence had been intimated by Ms C Cox. 

2. Minute of Meeting held on 20 February 2016 

The minute of the meeting held on 20 February 2016 were approved, proposed by 
Ms Harris and seconded by Mr Tipper, subject to the following amendment; 

At item 3. C., remove “Mrs Harris….Wyre Heritage Trust, whilst” and replace with 
“The matter was discussed and the Chair agreed…”. 

3. Presentation From Leader Development Officer 

The Chair welcomed the LEADER Development Officer to the meeting who 
proceeded to give a brief presentation on the initiative. She explained funding, the 
application process, core theme linkages and who was eligible to apply. The Chair 
thanked the LEADER Development Officer for attending, and it was: 

Resolved to note the information provided in the presentation. 

4. Matters Arising 

A. Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre Winter Ferry Timetable 2016/2017 
Members heard representation from the Chair regarding the meeting held between 
representatives of Orkney Ferries Ltd and the Community Council on 18 March 
2016. He explained that an amendment of starting the timetable five minutes earlier 
in the morning and five minutes later in the afternoon shift had been proposed. 
Orkney Ferries would discuss with the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) 
these amendments and provide feedback to the Community Council. An amended 
timetable had been sent by the Chair to the other Community Council members. 

Members discussed the minute of the meeting held on 18 March 2016 and a letter 
from Democratic Services on behalf of the Ferry Services Manager, explaining that 
they had looked again at the timetable issue following discussion with the crew and 
critical service users, and a further submission to the MCA had been made, and it 
was: 

Resolved to await the outcome of the talks between Orkney Ferries and the MCA, 
and that the Chair would forward a copy of the revised timetables to the Clerk. 

B. Orkney Ferries Statistics 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services, 
copies of which had been previously circulated, advising members that the monthly 
statistics sheets provided details of sailings made. However, Orkney Ferries did keep 
a separate record of cancellations and these were included from April 2015 to 
February 2016. 
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The letter also advised members that the monthly statistical report produced by 
Orkney Ferries was the cumulative figure sourced from vehicle and passenger data 
entered into the Ship’s Log by the purser and that this was adequate for monitoring 
purposes, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

C. Notice Boards on Rousay 
Resolved to defer this matter until the next meeting, and that the Chair would pass 
the information to the Vice Chair. 

D. Wyre Kirkyard 
Members heard that a visitor from Rousay had recently visited the Wyre Kirkyard to 
visit his family’s graves and found the gate open and the grass ‘puddled’ by sheep 
feet and excrement. Sheep were kept in the field outside the Kirkyard gate and this 
scenario had occurred again when the gate had been found open. Members were 
informed that the incident had been discussed with the owner of the sheep, and they 
decided that the matter of access to the Kirkyard should again be brought to the 
attention of the relevant Council department, and it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would write to Democratic Services explaining the current 
situation and requesting feedback regarding investigations into access to the 
Kirkyard. 

E. Wyre Community Centre (Old School Hall) 
R Tipper declared an interest in this matter but was present during discussion. 

Members heard that correspondence had been received from the Community 
Learning and Development Officer informing them that OIC was planning to sell off 
the Old School Hall based on Wyre. Members also heard that the retiring Chair of 
Wyre Community Association (WCA) had responded to the letter advising OIC of the 
situation with the WCA and that the group no longer had a need for the Community 
Hall. In his letter he explained that the workings for the Wyre Community Turbine 
were housed in the Community Hall and that the WCA was in the process of 
transferring their assets and remaining fund to the Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre 
Development Trust (REWDT). These assets included the turbine and FITS payment 
from it. 

R Tipper informed members that the trust was in discussions with the WCA, and that 
they would prefer the sale to be held off until the process was complete. Members 
agreed that they would prefer the building to remain in community ownership, and it 
was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would write to Democratic Services requesting further 
information and asking that the relevant department contact the REWDT who also 
had an interest in this matter. 

F. Patient Travel Scheme - Loganair/Flybe 
Resolved to defer this matter to the next meeting. 
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G. Marine Scotland – Pentland Firth and Orkney Waters (PFOW) Marine Spatial 
Plan 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Marine Scotland, copies 
of which had been previously circulated, informing members that the PFOW Marine 
Spatial Plan had now been finalised, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

H. Ferry Tickets between Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services, 
copies of which were circulated at the meeting, regarding the setting up of an 
account in the Community Councils’ name and the buying of passenger ferry tickets 
between Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre. Members heard that the Clerk had produced a 
rough estimate of the cost for purchasing passenger tickets for use on the MV 
Eynhallow for permanent residents of Egilsay and Wyre to travel to Rousay and 
these figures were included for their information along with a draft advert to be 
placed in the REW Community News. Members discussed this matter, and it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To note that the Clerk would place an advert in the REW Community  News to 
establish who would be interested in participating in the scheme, the offer being 
open to all three islands. 

2. To note that the Clerk would correlate the information and present to members at 
the next meeting. 

1. CSE Communities Funding – Triodos Renewable Community Benefit Fund.  
Consideration was given to correspondence received from CSE Communities, 
copies of which were circulated at the meeting, reminding members that funding was 
still available from the Triodos Renewable Community Benefit Fund. Members 
discussed this matter and it was suggested that the Rousay Church Group might be 
interested in the scheme. The Chair agreed to pass on the documentation, and it 
was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence and comments. 

5. Correspondence 

A. Northern Isles Digital Forum Invite 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Liam McArthur MSP, 
copies of which had been previously emailed, inviting members to attend the Digital 
Forum event in Orkney on 4 March 2016, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 
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B. Orkney Ferries Ltd - Islands of Orkney Website 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services, 
copies of which had been previously circulated, regarding the development of an 
‘Islands of Orkney Website’ by Orkney Ferries. The aim of the website would be to 
maximise the marketing strategy and thus reach a potentially wider customer base. 
Members discussed this matter as a cost would be incurred by each of the 
Community Councils, and the idea was agreed upon in principal pending the 
clarification of certain points, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk would write 
to Democratic Services requesting further information. 

C. Wyre Pier Explosion Exclusion Zone 
Members heard representation from the Wyre representative regarding the 
implications of having an ‘explosion exclusion zone’ at Wyre Pier and its effect on 
planning applications for the island. Copies of an email from the Deputy Harbour 
Master, Strategy and Support and Ms Harris’s reply were previously circulated, 
which explained that Wyre Pier was covered under the “Dangerous Substances in 
Harbour Regulation 1987” allowing Orkney Harbours to move explosives through 
certain ports and harbours in Orkney, one of which was Wyre. The effect of this 
licence was that the Planning Authority was not allowed to grant planning permission 
within certain distances of a port or harbour where such a licence exists. 

The email went on to explain that the 1987 Regulations were currently under review 
by the HSE and that until the process was completed, there did not appear to be any 
change in the licence. Members discussed this matter and the effect these 
restrictions would have when trying to attract people to the island. Councillor 
Clackson suggested that the Clerk write to the HSE in Edinburgh explaining the 
situation and requesting an indication of when the review would be completed, and it 
was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk, in 
collaboration with Ms Harris, would write to the HSE. 

D. Development Plan Scheme 2016 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services on 
behalf of the Development and Marine Planning Team, copies of which had been  
previously circulated, regarding the revised Development Plan Scheme 2016, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

E. North Focus Newsletter and Policing Questionnaire 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Police Scotland regarding 
the newsletter and policing questionnaire, copies of which had been previously 
circulated, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence and that members would 
inform the Clerk if they had any comments. 
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F. Conscious Sedation in Dentistry 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from the Scottish Health 
Council, copies of which had previously been circulated, who were in the process of 
updating the guidance on ‘Sedation in Dentistry’ and sought representatives to 
contribute as members of a Guidance Development Group, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

G. Inter-Island Air Services Contract 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Liam McArthur MSP, 
copies of which were circulated at the meeting, regarding the inter-island air services 
contract and the need to capture the level of unmet demand, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

6. Consultation Document Winter Service Plan 2015/2016 
Following consideration of the Winter Service Plan 2015/2016, copies of which had 
been previously circulated, the Clerk informed members that she had received a 
request from the Egilsay representative for 3 grit/salt bins, shovels and possibly a 
manual spreader. The Municipal and Roads Services (MARS) representative 
requested a change of priority on some of the roads on Rousay i.e. Hillside Road to 
come off a Priority 2 and Faroe to be added to the priority list, and it was: 

Resolved to note the comments and that the Clerk would pass on the requests to 
Democratic Services. 

7. Finance 

A. General Finance 
After consideration of the Community Council General Finance Statement, it was: 

Resolved to note that the actual balance remaining within the General Fund as at 13 
April 2016 was £17,706.43. 

B. Community Council Grant Scheme (CCGS) 
After consideration of the Community Council Grant Scheme Statement as at 13 
April 2016, it was: 

Resolved to note that the balance remaining for approval was £326.49. 

C. Community Development Fund (CDF) 
After consideration of the Community Development Fund Statement as at 13 April 
2016, it was: 

Resolved to note that funds had been fully allocated. 
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D. Seed Corn Funding 
After consideration of the Seed Corn Funding Statement as at 2 February 2016, it 
was: 

Resolved to note that £5,965 had been approved and claimed to date. 

8. Financial Requests 

A. Change of use of allocated money for Crafthub CIC 
E Shortland declared an interest in this matter and was not present during discussion 
thereof. 

Consideration was given to correspondence received from the Crafthub Manager 
requesting that the money allocated to purchase folding tables and benches at a cost 
of £280 be used instead to pay for purchased art materials. Members discussed this 
matter, and after much deliberation agreed that the money should be used for the 
purpose for which it was set up. However, they agreed that the remaining £34.54 
could be used for the goods purchased, and it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would write to inform the Crafthub Manager of the decision. 

B. Marine Mammal Rescue Course 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Mrs A Bignall regarding 
the setting up of a new one day course in Orkney offering training in the rescue of 
marine mammals/animals and asking the Community Council to consider paying for 
a volunteer from the island to attend. Members discussed this matter and agreed 
that the Clerk should advertise for a volunteer with an interest in this topic to attend 
the course. Members agreed in principal to fund their place, and it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would notify members if she received any expressions of 
interest in this matter before proceeding. 

9. Publications 

The following publications were made available to members: 

• Orkney Ferries Statistical Reports – January and February 2016. 
• VAO Newsletter and Survey. 
• Tower Mint Ltd - Commemorative Coin to celebrate the Queens Ninetieth 

birthday. 
• LDA Design Scotland Information. 

10. Any Other Competent Business 

A. Egilsay Kirkyard 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from the Egilsay 
representative, copies of which had been previously circulated, regarding the 
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stacking of mown grass in two corners of the Egilsay Kirkyard which, when level with 
the wall, was being used as stepping stones by people climbing over it. Members 
discussed this, and it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would ask the contractor to remove the cuttings as per the 
maintenance contract. 

B. Egilsay Waste Collection Area 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from the Egilsay representative 
regarding the waste bins offered by Waste Facilities in a letter dated 16 November 
2015 and accepted at the Community Council meeting held on the 23 January 2016. 
The Clerk informed members that she had noted this point in the Business Letter to 
Democratic Services, and it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would ask Democratic Services to contact Waste Facilities 
requesting them to arrange delivery of the bins to Egilsay. 

C. Hospital Appointments and Travel Issues 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from a member, copies of 
which had been previously circulated, regarding hospital appointments in Aberdeen 
and the constraints imposed by some of the treatments in accessing transport back 
to Orkney and the islands. 

Members discussed this matter and it was suggested that the Clerk write to NHS 
Orkney informing them of the situation, and that contact should also be made with 
NHS Grampian to establish what their procedures and policies were for discharging 
patients when they cannot get home, and it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would write to both NHS Orkney and NHS Grampian 
regarding the issue. 

D. Collation of Agenda 
Members heard that the Clerk had received feedback from Democratic Services 
regarding the amount of paper she was sending out to members, much of which was 
out of date, and the amount of toner she was using. Members discussed this matter 
and it was agreed that they would prefer to continue to receive hard copies, 
however, they agreed to monitor the situation and advise the Clerk as necessary, 
and it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would advise Democratic Services of the decision of 
members. 

E. Rousay Recycling Unit 
A member informed that the previous recycling unit which had been supplied to 
Rousay for the use of the three islands was not fit for purpose, as the opening slits 
and holes were too small to take some of the bottles and tins. Due to this problem, 
bottles were being left beside the bin, breaking and causing a potential hazard. The 
departments’ representative informed her that the unit was regularly checked by the 
Road Operative based on the island who reported any issues. 
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Members were informed that she, and others of the community, had reported to OIC 
when sections of the bin were full (usually bottles and tins) and it was taking over two 
weeks before the unit was replaced. 

Members informed Councillor Clackson that the unit was used by all three islands 
and residents from Wyre and Egilsay had to carry their recycling up from the ferry, to 
the bin based at the ‘T’ Junction by Trumland House. Members agreed that units 
housed on the other islands would be the ideal situation but acknowledged that this 
did not appear to meet with OIC plans. It was pointed out that units used for 
cardboard and plastic were also needed on the island, and it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would write to Democratic Services requesting that 
appropriate bins be provided that meet the needs of all three islands, and that 
consideration be given to plastic and cardboard being included in the collection. 

F. Resignation of Dr Brunt 
On hearing that no information had been received regarding Dr Brunt’s replacement, 
members agreed that the Clerk should write to the NHS Chief Executive, informing 
her that the circumstances and arguments put forward by the residents of the three 
islands and Community Council in 2010, prior to the appointment of Dr Brunt, still 
existed and that the expectation was for the ‘status quo’ to be maintained with the 
appointment of a replacement GP, and it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would write to NHS Orkney to express the views of the 
Community Council and requesting information on a replacement for Dr Brunt. 

G. Public Conveniences 
A member suggested that the island required additional public toilets as those 
present on Rousay were housed on the south side in the Heritage Centre. Possible 
sites were discussed, and it was: 

Resolved that C Maguire would investigate the matter and report back to members 
at the next meeting. 

H. Clerk on Leave 
Members were informed that since the Clerk would be on leave from 22 May to 2 
June, any issues requiring attention would need to be dealt with by Democratic 
Services, and it was: 

Resolved to note the information provided and that Clerk would place a notice in the 
REW Community News regarding her absence. 

11. Date of Next Meeting 

Resolved that the next meeting would be held on Tuesday, 14 June 2016 at 19:30. 
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12. Conclusion of Meeting 

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 13:40. 
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