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Minute of the Special Meeting of Rousay, Egilsay, Wyre 
and Gairsay Community Council held in the Rousay 
Church Centre Hall on Friday, 18 March 2016 at 12:15 

Present: 

Mr A Firth, Ms R Harris, Ms C Maguire and Mr R Tipper. 

In Attendance: 

• Councillor G Sinclair, Orkney Ferries Board Chair. 
• F Murray, Ferry Operations Manager, Orkney Ferries. 
• A Cameron, Marine Superintendent, Orkney Ferries. 
• Mrs J Montgomery, Clerk. 

Order of Business. 

1. Apologies ............................................................................................................ 2 

2. Orkney Ferries – Timetables .............................................................................. 2 

3. Conclusion of Meeting ........................................................................................ 3 
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1. Apologies 

Resolved to note that apologies for absence had been intimated by Ms C Cox, Mr J 
Garson, Mr E Shortland and Councillors S Clackson and S Hagan. 

2. Orkney Ferries – Timetables 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and handed over to the Ferry 
Operations Manager, who gave an update on the present situation regarding 
timetabling for Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre. 

A draft timetable was presented for the meeting with a twenty minute earlier sailing 
from Tingwall of 10:20. This would allow for a full hour at lunch time which could be 
counted as a rest period. Members advised that this timetable would create 
difficulties for travelling both to and from the island. 

Members were advised that the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) had 
undertaken an audit on Orkney Ferries and had raised that the crew of the MV 
Eynhallow were on the absolute limit for Hours of Rest. 

Members were advised that as the MCA had noted this as an observation last year 
and again during the recent office audit, and although communication was in 
progress between Orkney Ferries and the local community, if a suitable outcome 
was not found and put in place the MCA would issue a non-conformity, which would 
have a specific deadline to be closed out to their satisfaction. Members asked for 
clarification on time presently worked by the crew along with crewing requirements. 
A Cameron provided members with the crewing time and explained that the time 
prior to and after sailings were for pre-sailing checks and not all maintenance times. 
He advised that crewing levels of the vessel were set at a level required for safety 
reasons and that “relief crew” were not obliged to work when asked. 

Members made various suggestions including having the timetables starting five 
minutes earlier in the morning sailings and five minutes later for the evening sailings. 
Concerns regarding travel times and time on the island for itinerant teachers, 
hauliers hauling to local mart, commuters, local businesses going to town, school 
children at KGS, etc. could all be affected by any significant changes to the timetable 
which would be if the midday timings were amended by twenty minutes. 

It was noted that the timetable for the September 2016 to May 2017 would be set for 
the complete period however it could be set on a trial basis. 

It was suggested that consideration should be given to amending the timetable by 
starting five minutes earlier in the morning and five minutes later in the afternoon 
shift which should allow the crew to work within the legal time limits and allow them a 
full one hour break midday. Members were of the opinion that these timings should 
have less impact on the regular users of the service. It was: 

Resolved: 
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1. That the Ferry Services Manager would provide a template timetable to the Chair. 

2. That the Chair would draw up timetables with five minute and a ten minute 
variation in the sailing times. 

3. That the Clerk would write Orkney Ferries providing members views on both the 
draft timetable along with their reasons for the suggested five minute variation to the 
sailing times. 

3. Conclusion of Meeting 

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 13:45. 
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