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Minute of the Meeting of Rousay, Egilsay, Wyre and 
Gairsay Community Council held in the Rousay Church 
Centre Hall on Saturday, 23 January 2016 at 10:15 

Present: 

Mr A Firth, Mr J Garson, Ms C Cox, Ms R Harris, and Mr R Tipper. 

In Attendance: 

• Mrs D Compton, Clerk. 
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1. Apologies 

Resolved to note that apologies for absence had been intimated by Mr E Shortland 
and Councillors S Clackson, S Hagan and G Sinclair. 

2. Orkney LEADER Programme 

Resolved to defer this matter until the April 2016 meeting. 

3. Minute of Meeting held on 22 September 2015 

The minute of the meeting held on 22 September 2015 was approved, being 
proposed by Mr Tipper and seconded by Ms Cox. 

4. Matters Arising From Previous Meetings 

A. War Memorials Invoices (22 September 2015, paragraph 4. B.) 
Members heard representation from the Clerk that following the postponed 
December meeting she had sought their individual approval for one of the three 
options put forward by the Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre Development Trust (REWDT) 
for paying the invoices for repairs at the Egilsay and Rousay War Memorials. The 
option chosen was for the REWDT to pay 100 percent of the contractors invoice fee 
and then invoice the REWGCC for their 10 percent towards the project cost. 

The Clerk informed members that this had been carried out as per their instructions 
and that REWDT had been sent an invoice for the 10 percent due, and it was: 

Resolved to note the comments and contents of the correspondence and that the 
Clerk would write to thank the REWDT for their assistance with this matter. 

B. On request sailings to and from Egilsay and Wyre (22 September 2015, 
paragraph 5. B.) 
Members heard representation regarding the matter of on request sailings to and 
from Egilsay and Wyre, and it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To note the comments. 

2. That the Clerk write to Democratic Services requesting this matter be included on 
the Agenda of the Inter-Isles Ferry Consultative Forum to be held on 10 February 
2016 with a copy of the email sent to the Ferry Services Manager, along with the 
recommendation for allowing changes to the system and bookings up to 2 hours in 
advance instead of 24 hours. 

3. That following the meeting, feedback be provided to the REWGCC regarding this 
matter. 
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C. Inter-Island Ferry Fares (16 June 2015, paragraph 4. B.) 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services 
informing members that the correspondence provided by the CC had been 
forwarded to the Ferry Service Manager, copies of which had been circulated. 

Issues had been raised around books of tickets for juniors and the fact that names 
could not be changed. It was argued that the higher discount should be available on 
the 20 journey tickets. Members also discussed vehicle tickets, and it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To note the contents of the correspondence and comments. 

2. That the Clerk forward details of the issues for inclusion on the Agenda of the 
Inter-Isles Ferry Consultative Forum (10 February 2016). 

3. That feedback be provided to the REWGCC regarding this matter. 

D. North Isles Landscape Partnership Initiative (16 June 2015, paragraph 4. G.) 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services on 
behalf of the Senior Policy Officer, Development and Marine Planning, copies of 
which had been previously circulated, informing members that the North Isles 
Landscape Partnership Scheme had received a Round 1 pass, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

E. Waste Collection Area – Egilsay (22 September 2015, paragraph 5. J.) 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services on 
behalf of the Team Leader, Waste Facilities, copies of which had been previously 
circulated, regarding the problems experienced by the residents on Egilsay regarding 
the large green bins, and it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would write to Democratic Services accepting the offer of 
four replacement bins of the same capacity (1100 litres) fitted with self-closing or roll-
top lids, fitted with locking wheels, and notify the Egilsay representative of the 
expected delivery date. 

F. Ditches on Egilsay (22 September 2015, paragraph 5. I.) 
Members heard representations from a member regarding the treacherous road 
conditions from South Toft going down towards the Egilsay Pier. She explained that 
there were two driveways going to the road which water was coming off the land and 
pooling where it goes down the slope. Photographs of the frozen road were provided 
and these were shown having been taken after the gritting lorry had been out at 
09:30 Members discussed this matter and, it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk write to Democratic Services requesting them to contact the 
relevant department with a view to investigating the matter and providing a course of 
action with timescales. 
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G. School Bus Service to Tingwall (22 September 2015, paragraph 10. B.) 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services on 
behalf of the Education Resources Manager, informing members that when the 
secondary schools hold any activity after school hours, the school arranges the 
transport home for the pupils and that this was different from the ‘school transport’ 
taking pupils to and from school, copies of which had been previously circulated. 
Suggestions had been made on how to improve the service, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence and that Mr Garson would 
discuss this matter with the Parent Council. 

H. Sunday Summer Timetable 2016 (22 September, paragraph 5. B.) 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services, 
copies of which were circulated at the meeting, on behalf of the Transport Manager 
informing members that any requests for timetable amendments should come via the 
nominated Transport Representative at the forum in August. Members discussed this 
matter, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk would flag 
this matter and inform the members nearer the time when due. 

I. Egilsay Kirkyard (22 September 2015, paragraph 2. A.) 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services, 
copies of which were circulated at the meeting, on behalf of the Head of Roads and 
Environmental Services informing members that their requests would be added to a 
list of additional issues which had been raised by CC’s and would be included in a 
report for a future meeting, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence and comments and that the 
Clerk would write to Democratic Service requesting them to ask the Head of Roads 
and Environmental Services for an indication of when action could be expected. 

J. Passing Places – Rousay (22 September 2015, paragraph 5. I.) 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services on 
behalf of the Team Leader, Roads Support who confirmed that the issue of passing 
places at the Sourin bend and Strandy Gate in Rousay would be investigated, and 
feedback provided as required, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

K. Tingwall Waiting Room (22 September 2015, paragraph 10. C.) 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services, 
copies of which were circulated at the meeting, on behalf of the Deputy Harbour 
Master (Operations) informing members that he had instructed the Pier Operations 
Co-ordinator to look at the feasibility of installing more seating, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 
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L. Wyre Kirkyard (22 September 2015, paragraph 2) 
Consideration was given to a note from Democratic Services, copies of which were 
circulated at the meeting, informing members that the information provided by the 
CC relating to the Wyre Kirkyard had been forwarded to the relevant officer, but to 
date no response had been received, and it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk request Democratic Services to contact the Roads and 
Environmental Services Department again asking for feedback to the points raised in 
the Business Letter dated 25 June 2015. 

5. Correspondence 

A. Beat Doorstep Crime – Police Scotland 
Consideration was given to the leaflet ‘Beat Doorstep Crime’ and information on 
bogus callers, copies of which had been previously circulated, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk had put the 
information in the Rousay, Egilsay, Wyre (REW) Review. 

B. Letter of Thanks 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Mrs and Mrs Morrison, 
copies of which had been previously circulated, thanking the people of Egilsay for 
the shelter provided near the quay and its facilities, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk had 
forwarded a copy to the Egilsay Community Association. 

C. Letter of Thanks 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Egilsay Community 
Association, copies of which had been previously circulated, thanking members for 
their support towards the bonfire/firework night held on Egilsay, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

D. Christmas Crafting Courses 
Following consideration of the flyer received from Orkney Creative Hub regarding 
their Christmas Courses, copies of which had been previously circulated, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

E. Orkney Foodbank 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from the Orkney Foodbank, 
copies of which had been previously circulated, informing members about their 
service, opening times and referral, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 
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F. Health and Social Care Integrated Services – Public Consultation 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from the Chief Officer, Health 
and Social Care, copies of which had been previously circulated, informing members 
of the forthcoming public consultation planned for 2016, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

G. Orkney’s Internal Air and Ferry Service Strategic Transport Appraisal 
Guidance (STAG) 2 Study 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services on 
behalf of OIC, copies of which had been previously circulated, regarding the study 
being undertaken to consider the internal air and ferry network and associated 
infrastructure and the needs of the communities going forward. Members heard 
representation from the Deputy Transport Representative, who had spoken at length 
with the consultants, and a synopsis of her responses were issued to members at 
the meeting, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence and await the STAG report. 

H. Letter of Thanks 
Consideration was given to an email received from Rousay Community Association 
thanking the members for their support towards the bonfire/firework night held on 
Rousay, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

I. Northern Isles Digital Forum 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Mr McArthur, MSP, inviting 
members to attend the forum on 27 November 2015, details of which had been 
previously circulated, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

J. Digital Highland and Islands November Briefing 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from the Project Compliance 
Manager, copies of which had been previously circulated, regarding the latest 
broadband rollout, areas reached to date and a summary of other activities, and it 
was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

K. REWGCC Representative on the Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre Development 
Board 
R Tipper declared an interest in this item. 

Consideration was given to correspondence received from the REWDT. He 
explained that it was a requirement of the Development Trust’s ‘Articles of 
Association’ to try to have a representative from the REWGCC on the board. 
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However, several members of the CC already sat on the Board and could be called 
upon if required. Copies of the letter had been previously circulated and, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

L. Voluntary Action Orkney (VAO) Monthly Newsletter 
Consideration was given to an email received from VAO, copies of which had been 
previously circulated, informing members that to help promote their work they were 
planning to include all third sector groups in their newsletter, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

6. Consultation Documents 

A. Review of Home-based Registrars 
After consideration of the above consultation document, copies of which had been 
previously circulated, it was: 

Resolved to note that the Clerk had forwarded the CC’s comments on the 
consultation document to Democratic Services. 

B. Winter Service Plan 2015/2016 
Consideration was given to the consultation document ‘Winter Service Plan 
2015/2016’, copies of which had been previously circulated. Members discussed 
additional gritting facilities for Egilsay and another member asked that one of the 
roads gritted by the Roads Operative be downgraded in order of preference, and it 
was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence and include on the agenda for 
the April meeting, following which comments would be forwarded to Democratic 
Services by the Clerk. 

7. Finance 

A. General Finance 
After consideration of the Community Council General Finance Statement, it was: 

Resolved to note that the actual balance remaining within the General Fund as at 25 
November 2015 was £19,617.35. 

B. Community Council Grant Scheme (CCGS) 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services 
regarding the Community Council Grant Scheme Statement as of 25 November 
2015, copies of which were circulated at the meeting. The Clerk explained that the 
main capping limit was over allocated and that if all monies were allotted the excess 
would come from the General Fund. 



8 

 

The Clerk also informed members that the money allocated under the CCGS 
towards the cost of assisting with the re-roofing of the manse was unlikely to occur 
within this financial year. She asked for permission to remove it from this fund, but 
keep the case open and set up when required. The members discussed these 
issues, and it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To note that the balance remaining for approval was fully allocated and the 
amount over allocated deducted from the balance of the General Statement was 
£1,442.76. 

2. That the Clerk would request that Democratic Services remove the allocated 
money for the Church of Scotland from this year’s financial statement. 

C. Community Development Fund (CDF) 
After consideration of the Community Development Fund Statement as at 25 
November 2015, it was: 

Resolved to note that the money had been fully allocated. 

D. Seed Corn Funding 
After consideration of the Seed Corn Funding Statement as at 25 November 2015, it 
was: 

Resolved to note that £5,965 had been approved and claimed to date. 

8. Financial Requests 

A. Purchase of Christmas Presents – Rousay Primary School 
Members heard that following a request from Rousay Primary School for assistance 
with the purchase of Christmas presents for the school children, members had been 
contacted and a decision was reached to award a donation of £250 from the General 
Fund, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the report. 

B. Late boat hire for Burns Night – Rousay Community Association 
J Garson declared an interest in this item. 

Members heard that following a request from Rousay Community Association for 
assistance with the hire of a late boat for the Burns Night on Saturday, 30 January 
2016, the Clerk contacted the members due to the postponement of the December 
meeting. Members agreed to award a grant to cover two-thirds of the hire cost from 
the CCGS and an application had been made, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the report. 



9 

 

C. Purchase of a Defibrillator – Egilsay Community Association 
Members heard that following a request from Egilsay Community Association for 
financial assistance with the purchase of a defibrillator and CPR training pack, the 
Clerk had contacted the members due to the postponement of the December 
meeting. Ms Cox declared and interest in this matter. Members agreed to award a 
donation of £200 from the General Fund and an application had been made, and it 
was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the report. 

D. Advertising – The Crafthub C.I.C 
Ms Harris and Mr Shortland declared an interest in this item. 

Members heard that following a request from The Crafthub C.I.C for financial 
assistance with advertising in ‘The Craft Trail’ and ‘The Islander’ magazine at a 
project cost of £624, the Clerk contacted the members due to the postponement of 
the December meeting. The remaining members agreed to award a grant of £350 
towards the cost from the CCGS and an application had been made, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the report. 

9. Publications 

The following publications were made available to members: 

• Orkney Ferry Statistics for October 2015. 
• VAO Summary of Volunteering Opportunities for October, November and 

December 2015. 
• Holyrood Events – Community Assets – 21 January 2016. 

10. Any Other Competent Business 

A. Highland and Islands Patient Travel Scheme 
Members heard representation from a member regarding the charge of £10 NHS 
Patient Contribution as part of the Highlands and Islands Travel Scheme for patients 
travelling to hospital appointments off Mainland Orkney. Members discussed this 
matter, and it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To note the comments. 

2. That the Clerk would write to the Chief Executive, NHS Orkney (NHSO) pointing 
out that having to go elsewhere for medical services that are not available in Orkney 
is a necessity and not a luxury, and that not all patients are in receipt of qualifying 
benefits therefore not entitled to be exempt from the £10 charge. Are there any other 
options available to patients in recovering or being excluded from this cost? 
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3. That the Clerk would ask for an explanation of what the £10 charge was for, and 
request how much of this was taken up in administering the scheme, writing to 
patients, checking eligibility, banking the money and arranging what payment the 
patient would receive and if this was really worth the time and effort to administer? Is 
it not time to cease charging? 

4. That the Clerk would point out that travelling to mainland Scotland was at least a 
day’s travel meaning loss of work, getting someone to look after home and/or 
animals, the need to pay for food and accommodation up front and for some on the 
islands, booking ferry travel just to get into Kirkwall all add to the additional stress of 
an already stressful situation. If the flights were delayed or cancelled additional costs 
were then exacerbated which the patient had to find. What would NHSO advise the 
patient to do in this situation? 

B. Air travel by Loganair/FlyBe – delays, cancellations and compensation 
Members heard representations regarding the frequent delay and cancellations 
experienced using Loganair/FlyBe to attend hospital appointments on mainland 
Scotland, and that the appalling service had a ‘knock on effect’ for costs and 
duplication of effort for NHSO staff, Red Cross services taking people to and from 
the airports, hospital appointments, consultant time and expense and the care of the 
patient. 

The Deputy Transport Representative requested that the CC contact the Chief 
Executive, NHS Orkney and request information on what they were doing about the 
service offered, being that flying was the preferred method of transport for their 
patients. The issues surrounding delayed/cancelled flights and compensation was 
also discussed, and it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would write to the Chief Executive asking for details of the 
procurement agreement that NHS Orkney and OIC have with Loganair/FlyBe, what 
they are doing about the poor service being experienced by patients, and what 
advice would they give their patients seeking compensation from Loganair in these 
instances. 

C. Maintenance of Kirkyards and War Memorials on Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre 
Members heard representation from the Clerk that following a discussion with 
Democratic Services they had confirmed that the current contract for the Kirkyard 
maintenance had expired. She explained that members should consider advertising 
for a one year contract only. Members discussed this matter, and it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would put an advert in the REW Review asking for tenders 
for one year, with a cut-off date of 19 February 2016 and this matter be included in 
the February agenda. 

D. Winter Timetable Option for Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre 2016-2017 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services on 
behalf of Orkney Ferries (OF) for consideration at the Ferry Services Consultative 
Forum, copies of which had been emailed to members prior to the meeting. Two 
options had been put forward for the REWGCC to consider regarding the Ferry 
Service Winter Timetable 2016-2017 due to issues with the hours of work/hours of 
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rest for the Eynhallow crew which had been highlighted by the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency (MCA). 

Members discussed this meeting and strong arguments were put forward for the 
refusal of both these options and the total disregard OF placed on their customers. 
Members were informed by Mr Garson that the MCA raised the issue with OF in 
June 2015 however, there had been no attempt by the company to inform, let alone 
consult, with the REWGCC as representatives of the islands’ residents which 
involved cuts to the present level of service for Egilsay and Wyre and the members 
had no reservations in totally rejecting the options being put forward and to have it, 
on record that they would reject any move that would erode the current ferry service. 

Members felt that any proposals that may be put forward must be on the basis of 
open, public discussion and debate between the company, council and the people of 
RE and W and any changes needed to be “mutually acceptable” to all parties, and it 
was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence and comments and that the 
Clerk would write informing them of the CC’s decision in rejecting the options and 
asking for a meeting between all parties involved. 

E. Disbandment of the Wyre Community Association 
Members heard representation from the Wyre representative that the Wyre 
Community Association was in the process of disbanding and transferring their 
assets to the REWDT and, it was: 

Resolved to note the comments. 

F. Notice boards on Rousay 
Members heard that the noticeboard at Wester had fallen to pieces and asked if this 
matter could be looked at. The Clerk had been asked to make enquiries about who 
had responsibility for repairs and replacements. Members believed the CC had put 
them up and they were made locally, however the Post Office had offered to have 
the one for Wester along their wall rather than down at the road where it was 
exposed to the elements. 

Members requested that a notice board be put up at Midhowe. 

Members were informed that originally the noticeboards were installed to enable the 
community to advertise events etc. taking place on the island but most items were 
now put in the REW Review. 

The Clerk informed members that she had asked Democratic Services to look into 
this matter and was obtaining information on plastic notice boards for members to 
look at, and it was: 

Resolved to note the comments and that the Clerk would put on the Agenda for the 
next meeting. 
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G. Tingwall Office 
The members briefly discussed the issue of the Tingwall Office once the Booking 
Clerk retires from her post, and it was: 

Resolved that the Clerk would ask Democratic Services to contact Orkney Ferries 
requesting them to explain what their long term strategy for the office was and 
provide feedback on this matter. This item was also to be forwarded for inclusion on 
the Agenda of the Inter-Isles Ferry Services Consultative Forum. 

11. Date of Next Meeting 

Resolved that the next meeting would be held on Saturday, 20 February 2016 at 
10:15 in the Church Centre Hall. 

12. Conclusion of Meeting 

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 12:15. 
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