
1 

 

Minute of the Meeting of Rousay, Egilsay, Wyre and 
Gairsay Community Council held in the Rousay Church 
Centre Hall on Tuesday, 22 September 2015 at 19:30 

Present: 

Mr A Firth, Ms C Cox, Ms R Harris, Mr E Shortland and Mr R Tipper. 

In Attendance: 

• Councillor S Hagan. 
• Mr A Cuthbertson, Service Improvement Officer. 
• Mrs D Compton, Clerk. 
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1.  Apologies 

Resolved to note that apologies for absence had been intimated by Mr J Garson. 

2. Presentation by Service Improvement Officer 

The Service Improvement Officer, Orkney Islands Council, gave the members a 
synopsis of the reason for the development of the 5 Year Improvement Plan for 
Kirkyards. He explained that it was set up to address three issues: 

• Expansion and development to create additional lair capacity. 
• Major maintenance concerns e.g., wall repairs, drainage, access road repairs, car 

parking etc. 
• General maintenance issues such as fencing, gates and headstones. Questions 

were asked by the members and these covered the following topics. 

A. Egilsay Kirkyard access road, gate replacement and Kirkyard extension. 
Ms Cox put forward the argument for the work to be carried out sooner than year 4 
as allotted in the plan. The Service Improvement Officer explained that there was not 
an extension planned for Egilsay, however a survey and plan of the Kirkyard was 
required. 

B. Wyre Kirkyard 
The Service Improvement Officer informed members that he was not aware of any 
issues.  Ms Harris briefly explained the situation regarding access to the Wyre 
Kirkyard, problems with the road and turning area in front of the gates and repairs 
needed to the wall on the Bu side. She informed him that this was discussed at the 
last meeting with a course of action agreed. Members heard representation from the 
Clerk that this matter had been put in the Business Letter to Democratic Services 
following the April meeting. 

C. Stone purchased for the repair of dykes and Kirkyard walls 
The Chairman explained that the CC had purchased stone suitable for the repair of 
the Kirkyard walls and this could be used for Scockness and Glebe which Orkney 
Islands Council (OIC) had advised were not in its portfolio of Kirkyards. The 
members suggested that OIC could provide the manpower and the CC the materials 
to resolve this matter. 

D. Grass cutting of the Scockness and Glebe Kirkyards 
Mr Tipper raised the question that if these two Kirkyards were not within OIC’s 
portfolio why did they pay to have the grass maintained. 

E. Hypothetical question posed by Ms Harris 
Ms Harris asked that if these Kirkyards were housed on private land, not now with 
OIC’s portfolio, what was there to stop the landowner from digging up the graves, 
getting rid of the grave yard and placing property on the site. The Service 
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Improvement Officer agreed that this was a good point but was unable to give an 
answer. 

The Chairman thanked the Service Improvement Officer for attending, and it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To note the comments. 

2. That the Clerk would ask Democratic Services to forward the information on the 
Wyre Kirkyard from the April Business Letter for the attention of the Service 
Improvement Officer. 

3. That the Service Improvement Officer would look at the above concerns and, once 
in receipt of all the information, provide feedback. 

3. Minutes of Meetings held on 11 April and 16 June 2015 

The Minute of the Meeting held on Saturday, 11 April 2015 was approved, being 
proposed by Ms Harris and seconded by Mr Firth. The Minute of the Meeting held on 
Tuesday, 16 June 2015 was also approved, being proposed by Ms Cox and 
seconded by Ms Harris. 

4. Matters Arising From Previous Meetings 

A. Brinian Kirkyard Fence – Update from Clerk (16.06.2015, paragraph 4.D.) 
The members heard from the Service Improvement Officer that the work on the 
Brinian Kirkyard fence was scheduled to start soon. The Clerk informed those 
members present that she had been notified the work would begin on 23 September 
2015 and all the materials save the gate had been delivered, and it was: 

Resolved to note the comments. 

B. Rousay and Egilsay War Memorials (16.06.2015, paragraph 4. E.) 

1. Update from Chairman. 
Members heard from the Chairman that the Rousay, Egilsay & Wyre Development 
Trust (REWDT) had generously offered to fund 90 percent of the project cost for the 
refurbishment/repairs to the war memorials.  He informed the members present that 
following his discussions with them, this offer had been accepted and he thanked Mr 
Tipper, Chair of the REWDT, and the Board for their support with this matter. 

The members discussed the financing of the remaining 10 percent to be paid by the 
CC, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the report and that he Clerk would make an 
application under the Community Council Grant Scheme (CCGS). 
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2. Quote for tree pruning at the Rousay War Memorial. 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Soames Excavations 
regarding the quote for pruning the trees at the above site, copies of which had been 
previously circulated. The members discussed this matter and noted that the 
REWDT had agreed that this could be added to the overall project cost and therefore 
agreed to the work being carried out, and it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To note the contents of the correspondence and comments. 

2. That the Clerk would write to Soames Excavation accepting the quote and to 
request that the work be carried out as soon as possible. 

3. That the Clerk would make an application under the CCGS to cover the remaining 
10 percent of the total project cost as the CC’s share. 

C. Vermin Eradication Grant Scheme (16.06.2015, paragraph 4. F.) 
Consideration was given to the advert produced by the Clerk for inclusion in the 
October edition of the Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre Review (REW Review), copies of 
which had been previously circulated. The members discussed this matter and heard 
from the Clerk that funding had been agreed under the CCGS, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk would place 
the advert as presented in the REW Review. 

D. Drainage of the road near the pier, Wyre (11.04.2015 paragraph, 4. B.) 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Ms Harris regarding the 
problem of drainage on the road near the pier on Wyre, details of which were passed 
to members at the meeting. Members heard representation from Ms Harris that, 
although this problem had been brought up at a previous meeting and work carried 
out, she had been informed by an OIC representative that this section of the road 
and the issues of drainage required further investigation and action, and was advised 
to pursue this matter through the CC. 

Ms Harris declared an interest in this matter and informed members that she had 
been advised that the road would need to be closed and written permission sought to 
carry out this work from local landowners, as the pipework would need to be laid on 
their land, and it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To note the contents of the correspondence and comments. 

2. That the Clerk would write Democratic Services requesting that this matter be 
investigated and a course of action provided with timescales. 

3. That following the outcome of point 2. above, Democratic Service provide 
feedback for the members and advise the Clerk if she is required to obtain the 
written permission. 
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E. Winter Timetables and Relief Crew (16.06.2015, paragraph 10. B and 
paragraph, 5. I.) –  Orkney Ferries (OF) 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services on 
behalf of Orkney Ferries with regard to a point raised by Mr Shortland at the Ferry 
Consultative Forum held on 11 February 2015, copies of which were circulated at the 
meeting. It was noted that with regards to the winter timetable, following consultation 
with the crew, it was found that there was insufficient room for the timetable to be 
changed. 

The missive also dealt with the issue of relief crew for the MV Eynhallow and the 
need to establish a bank of casual staff that could be called on, as and when 
required to work. 

Members were informed that work in connection with this matter was progressing 
companywide for all routes/vessels, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

5. Correspondence 

A. Thank you card – Miss Mainland 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Miss Mainland, details of 
which had been previously circulated, thanking members for the financial assistance 
with her school trip to France, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

B. Agenda for Ferry Services Consultative Forum – 24 August 2015 and 
Summer Timetables for 2016 – Orkney Ferries 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Orkney Ferries with the 
above items, copies of which had been previously circulated, Mr Shortland 
apologised to members for not having been able to attend the Ferry Services 
Consultative Forum. 

The Chairman expressed his concerns that the Sunday ferry service for the summer 
timetable was not scheduled to begin until 8 May 2016 and he questioned why it 
could not start on 1 May 2016 instead. 

Ms Cox brought to the members’ attention concerns regarding advanced booking for 
travelling to and from Wyre and Egilsay. When people who had made travel 
arrangements required them to be changed, unless the ticket office was notified by 
12:00 on the day of travel, they could be refused travel that afternoon unless 
someone else was booked for the requested service. She stated that she felt that if 
those booked to travel realised their plans had to be changed, it would be preferable 
if they could ring in by the later time of 14:00, to arrange for an alternative crossing 
trip. Councillor Hagan offered to assist with this matter. 
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Ms Cox also asked if visitors could be forewarned about requesting their return trips 
from both islands as some problems had arisen when travellers did not realise that 
they needed to book in advance for the return journey. 

The members discussed these points, and it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To note the contents of the correspondence and the comments. 

2. That the Clerk would write Democratic Services to contact Orkney Ferries and 
request that the summer timetable commence on the 1 May 2016 instead of 8 May. 

3. That Councillor Hagan would contact the Orkney Ferries Manager to arrange a 
meeting between them and Ms Cox. 

C. Request to display leaflets – Home Start 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Co-ordinator, Home 
Start, asking the members to agree to display their poster, copies of which had been 
previously circulated. Members heard from the Clerk that this had been placed in the 
Rousay, Egilsay, Wyre (REW Review) and, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

D. Letter of Thanks – Orkney Islands Games Association (OIGA) 
Following consideration of correspondence received from OIGA thanking members 
for their support, copies of which had been previously circulated, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

E. Marine Recreation and Tourism Survey – Marine Scotland 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from the Pentland Firth and 
Orkney Waters (PFOW) Marine Spatial Plan Working Group, informing members of 
the launch of the first national survey of tourism and recreation around the Scottish 
coast and seas being held by Marine Scotland, copies of which had been previously 
circulated. The members briefly discussed this matter, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk would place 
details in the REW Review. 

F. Pentland Firth and Orkney Waters (PFOW) Marine Spatial Plan Consultation 
Reminder 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from PFOW, copies of which 
had previously been emailed to members, reminding that the consultation period 
ended on 6 September 2015, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 
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G. Fairer Scotland Community Council Event, 16 September 2015 – Community 
Empowerment Unit, Scottish Government 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services on 
behalf of the Community Empowerment Unit inviting members to the launch of 
‘Creating a Fairer Scotland Programme’ on 16 September 2015, copies of which had 
been previously emailed to members, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

H. School Bus – Letter from Ms French 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from REWDT on behalf of Ms 
French, copies of which had previously been circulated, asking for assistance in 
having arrangements made for her child to be transported to and from the Rousay 
Community School whilst living within the exclusion area for this service. Mr Tipper 
declared an interest in this matter and Mr Shortland informed members that he had 
been approached by Ms French seeking the Community Council’s support. 

The Chairman sought clarification from Mr Tipper about the school bus service and 
the rules regarding the distance. The members discussed this issue and felt that the 
School Parents Council were in the best position to advise and assist Ms French, 
and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk write to Ms 
French asking her to contact the School Parents Council. 

I. Ditches on Egilsay – Email from Ms Cox 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Ms Cox regarding some 
of the ditches on Egilsay, copies of which had been previously circulated. The 
members heard that whilst some of the ditches had been dug out, not all were done 
and this was causing a problem from the crossroads down to the lowest point 
towards Egilsay Pier at Midskaill. She explained that the road was prone to flooding 
from the run off from the ditches which was known to freeze in winter making driving 
conditions treacherous. Members discussed this matter, and it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To note the contents of the correspondence and comments. 

2. That the Clerk would write to Democratic Services requesting action to be taken to 
rectify these problems. 

J. Waste Collection Area – Email from Ms Cox 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Ms Cox, copies of which 
had previously been circulated, regarding the problems the residents on Egilsay 
were having with the refuse bins. Members heard about the various issues the 
islanders were experiencing, as well as being shown pictures to illustrate concerns. 
Members discussed this matter, and it was: 

Resolved: 
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1. To note the contents of the correspondence and comments. 

2. That the Clerk would write Democratic Services sending the photos, details of 
their concerns with possible solutions, and request that the matter be investigated. 

K. Digital Highland and Islands – Latest Briefing – Project Compliance 
Manager, Next Generation Broadband 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from the Compliance Manager, 
The Digital Team, regarding the next round of rollout for fibre broadband, copies of 
which had previously been circulated. The members briefly discussed this matter, 
and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

L. Creation of 2 passing places on Rousay 

1. Passing place at the Strandy Gate 
The Chairman declared an interest in this matter. 

Consideration was given to correspondence received from Mrs Firth, copies of which 
had previously been circulated, requesting the CC to consider putting in a passing 
place in the road at Strandy Gate in Wester, and it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To note the contents of the correspondence and comments. 

2. That the Clerk write Democratic Services with the above details, requesting them 
to investigate this matter and provide feedback to the members with a possible 
course of action. 

2. Passing place at the Sourin bend. 
Members heard representation from Mr Tipper regarding the 90 degree bend in the 
road at Sourin. Since the road markings were drawn, residents of the islands were 
used to staying on the left of the broken white road line, slowing and prepared to see 
oncoming traffic. However, visitors to the island usually stayed to the right (coming 
from the school) of this line placing themselves in the middle of the road as they turn 
the bend, and therefore increasing the potential of causing a serious accident, and it 
was: 

Resolved: 

1. To note the contents of the correspondence and comments. 

2. That the Clerk write Democratic Services with the above details, requesting them 
to investigate this matter and provide feedback to the members with a possible 
course of action. 
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M. Orkney Creative Hub (OCH) 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the OCH team informing 
members that their efforts to obtain the former Ortak building had not been 
successful, copies of which had been previously circulated, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

N. Invite to Information evening organised by the Orkney Children’s Panel –  
Children’s Hearings Scotland 
Consideration was given to correspondence from Children’s Hearings Scotland, 
copies of which had previously been emailed, inviting members to an information 
evening on the 10 September 2015, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

O. Thirtieth AGM, 23 September 2015 – Orkney Housing Association Ltd 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Orkney Housing 
Association Ltd, copies of which had been previously circulated, inviting the 
Chairman or other Members to their thirtieth AGM, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

P. Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution – Submarine Electricity Cables – 
Notice of consultation and meeting dates – Scottish and Southern Energy 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Scottish and Southern 
Electricity, copies of which had previously been circulated, seeking the views of its 
stakeholders to develop a cost benefit analysis tool. Members briefly discussed this 
matter and noted that the meeting in Orkney was due to take place on 29 September 
2015, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

Q. PFOW Marine Spatial Plan Update – Marine Scotland 
Consideration was given to an email received from Marine Scotland, copies of which 
were circulated, thanking everybody who took part in their consultation. The sheet 
also highlighted the first national survey for tourism and recreation being undertaken 
between 1 August and 31 October 2015 and, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 

R. Public Panel Members Wanted – Ms C Porteous, Research Fellow-Public 
Engagement and Citizen Science, Edinburgh University 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Ms Porteous based at 
Edinburgh University looking for members of the public to help develop research 
projects of public benefit, copies of which were circulated at the meeting. The 
members briefly discussed this matter and, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence. 
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6. Consultation Documents 

A. Notification of the Publication and Consultation for the Main Issues Report, 
Monitoring Statement and Environment Report 
Following consideration of the Notification of the Publication and Consultation for the 
Main Issues Report, Monitoring Statement and Environment Report, details of which 
had been previously circulated, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the consultation document and that no comments 
had been submitted. 

B. Draft Wind Energy Supplementary Guidance 
Following consideration of the Draft Wind Energy Supplementary Guidance, details 
of which had been previously circulated, it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the consultation document and that no comments 
had been submitted. 

C. Fifth Reviews of Local Government Electoral Arrangements, Public 
Consultation of our Proposals for Ward Boundaries – Commission for 
Scotland 
Consideration was given to the consultation document received from the 
Commission for Scotland on the ‘Fifth Reviews of Local Government Electoral 
Arrangements, Public Consultation of our Proposals for Ward Boundaries’, details of 
which had been previously circulated, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the consultation document. 

D. Draft Orkney Community Plan for 2015-2018, Incorporating Orkney’s Local  
Outcomes Improvement Plan 
Consideration was given to the consultation document Draft Orkney Community Plan 
for 2015-2018, incorporating Orkney’s Local Outcomes Improvement Plan, details of 
which had previously been circulated. Ms Cox brought to the members attention that 
on the Summary Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 2012 data for Orkney Data 
Zones, Shapinsay, Rousay, Egilsay, Wyre and Gairsay were all listed as ‘1’ for 
geographic access to services (1 indicated the most deprived in this group). She felt 
that the Council should be fighting to improve this standard. She asked members to 
support her in requesting that a representative from the group be invited to the next 
meeting to discuss the document, and it was: 

Resolved to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk would ask 
Democratic Services to invite a representative from Orkney Community Planning 
Partnership to the meeting to be held on 5 December 2015. 
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7. Finance 

A. General Finance 
Following consideration of the Community Council’s General Finance Statement, it 
was: 

Resolved to note that the estimated balance within the General Fund as at 17 
September 2015 was £18,394.66. 

B. Community Council Grant Scheme (CCGS) 
After consideration of the Community Council Grant Scheme statement as at 17 
September 2015, it was: 

Resolved to note that the fund been fully allocated. 

C. Community Development Fund (CDF) 
After consideration of the Community Development Fund Statement as at 17 
September 2015, it was: 

Resolved to note that all the money from the third tranche had been allocated. 

D. Seed Corn Funding 
After consideration of the Seed Corn Funding Statement as at 17 September 2015, it 
was: 

Resolved to note that £5,965 had been approved and claimed to date. 

8. Financial Requests 

A. Rousay S.W.R.I – Baking Show 2/3 October 2015 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Rousay SWRI, copies of 
which were circulated, requesting financial assistance towards the cost of two car 
and four passenger return ferry journeys to attend the Baking Show on 2/3 October 
2015, it was: 

Resolved to award a donation of £88.40 towards the cost and the Clerk would notify 
the group of the decision. 

B. Rousay Community Association (RCA) – Rousay Firework Display 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Rousay Community 
Association, copies of which were circulated, requesting financial assistance with this 
year’s firework display, it was;- 

Resolved to award a donation of £250 towards the cost of the event, and that the 
Clerk would notify the RCA of the decision. 
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C. Rousay Community Association (RCA) – Request for late boat hire for the 
Harvest Home Dinner and Dance on Rousay, 2015 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the RCA, copies of which 
were circulated, requesting financial assistance towards the cost of hiring the MV 
Eynhallow for the Harvest Home Dinner and Dance, it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To award a grant to cover two thirds of the late boat hire cost of the MV 
Eynhallow. 

2. That application should be made to OIC for assistance through the Community 
Council Grant Scheme. 

3. That the Clerk writes to the group advising them of the decision and that they 
publicise the availability of the late boat accordingly. 

D. The Crafthub C.I.C - purchase of equipment and materials (16.06.2015, 
paragraph 8. D.) 
Mr Shortland and Ms Cox declared an interest in this topic and were not present 
during discussion thereof. 

Following consideration of correspondence received from The Crafthub C.I.C, copies 
of which were circulated, requesting financial assistance to help with the purchase of 
equipment and materials for the Art Club, it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To award a grant of £600 for equipment and materials, as agreed at the previous 
meeting (the Crafthub C.I.C were no longer looking for finance of the Art classes). 

2. That the Clerk would write to the organisation notifying them of the decision. 

3. That application should be made to OIC for assistance through the Community 
Council Grant Scheme. 

E. Egilsay Community Association –Egilsay Firework Display 
Members heard representation from Ms Cox on behalf of the Egilsay Community 
Association (ECA) requesting financial assistance with this year’s firework display on 
Egilsay (written request to follow), she then left the room. The members discussed 
this matter and, it was: 

Resolved to award a donation of £250 towards the cost of the event and that the 
Clerk would write to the ECA with the decision. 

9. Publications 

The following publications had been received and made available to members: 
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• Various OLAF documents e.g. Minutes, agendas etc., Local Government News 
Updates. 

• Rural Communities the next step in growth – Event Launch, Whitehill Direct Ltd – 
Notice Boards. 

• Broxap – Bins, Crown Estates – Scotland Report 2015. 
• J Parks – Wholesale Catalogue for bulbs etc., Autumn 2015. 

10. Any Other Competent Business 

A. Dates for the next years meetings 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from the Clerk with possible 
dates for the 2016 meetings of the REWGCC. The members discussed this matter 
and several alterations were made, and it was: 

Resolved that the following meetings dates would be set: 

• Saturday, 20 February 2016 at 10:15. 
• Saturday, 16 April 2016 at 10:15. 
• Tuesday, 14.June 2016 at 19:30. 
• Tuesday, 20 September 2016 at 19:30.  
• Saturday, 26 November 2016 at 10:15. 

B. Friday after school activities and cost of bus travel to Tingwall 
Members heard representation from Mr Tipper regarding the Friday ‘After School’ 
activities. He explained that there was a designated bus to carry the pupils to and 
from the schools however, on Fridays several of the children stay and attend 
activities on mainland Orkney thus, missing the designated bus. Having missed this 
bus the pupils are then required to fund their own ticket on the timetabled bus 
service back to Tingwall. Members discussed this issue, and it was: 

Resolved: 

1. To note the comments. 

2. That the Clerk would write Democratic Services asking if there was any possibility, 
through negotiation with the bus company, that these children be issued with a bus 
pass or book of tickets to cover this cost. 

3. That the Transport Manager provide the members with feedback following the 
outcome of their talks. 

C. Waiting Room at Tingwall, Fridays 
Members heard representation from Mr Tipper, in conjunction with the point raised in 
9B that secondary school pupils finished earlier on a Friday and the designated 
school bus deposits them at the Tingwall waiting room around 14:00. It meant that 
there was a large group of children milling around, going in and out of the waiting 
room and filling up the limited seating space available. It was pointed out by another 
member that ‘Bettys Reading Room’ was also closing its door at this time thus 
reducing the seating options for others using the waiting room, and it was: 
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Resolved to note the comments and that the Clerk would write Democratic Services 
requesting that they look into the possibility of increasing the seating in the waiting 
room and provide feedback on their deliberations. 

D. NorthLink Ferries 
Members heard representations from Mr Shortland that he had been to a meeting 
regarding services OIC were looking to discuss when the ferry tenders come up for 
renewal. He suggested that members might be interested in getting involved in the 
process and, it was: 

Resolved to note the comments. 

E. Advertisement for new CC member 
The members briefly discussed what stage recruitment was for a new member. The 
Clerk informed those present that she had advertised the vacancy in the REW 
Review since June but to date, no one had come forth. The members felt that a 
concerted effort was needed and they would look at encouraging people to consider 
joining the team and, it was: 

Resolved to note the comments and that the Clerk would continue to advertise the 
vacancy. 

11. Date of Next Meeting 

Resolved that the next meeting would be held on Saturday, 5 December 2015 at 
10:15 in the Church Centre Hall. 

12. Conclusion of Meeting 

There being no further business, the Chair thanked members for attending and the 
meeting concluded at 21:40. 
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