
 MINUTES of the MEETING of 
 ROUSAY, EGILSAY, WYRE & GAIRSAY  

 COMMUNITY COUNCIL (REWGCC), held  
 in the ROUSAY CHURCH CENTRE HALL 

 on SATURDAY, 11 APRIL  2015, at  
 10.15 a.m. 

  
Present:  Mr A Firth, Mr J Garson, Ms R Harris, Mr E Shortland and 
                Mr R Tipper 
 
In attendance: Councillor G Sinclair 
   Mrs D Compton, Clerk 
    
1. APOLOGIES 
 
RESOLVED to note that apologies for absence had been intimated by Ms C Cox and  
Mr R Koster. 
 
2. MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 7 FEBRUARY 2015  

 
The Minute of the Meeting held on Saturday, 7 February 2015 was approved, being 
proposed by Ms R Harris and seconded by Mr E Shortland. 
 
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
(a) War Memorials on Rousay and Egilsay (7.2.15, para 3 (c)) 
 
Members heard representation from the Chair that, following a meeting with contractors from 
mainland Orkney regarding the work needed on the Rousay War Memorial, an overall quote 
for the works of over £10,000 had been received.  Following discussion, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) to note the comments; 
 
(2) that the Clerk write to the contractor asking for a written breakdown of the quote; 
 
(3) that Messer’s Shortland, Tipper and Firth would make enquiries with other  
 parties to ascertain if this project would be of interest to them; and 
 
(4) that on receipt of the above information this matter would be discussed at the next 

meeting. 
 
(b) Vermin Eradication Grant Scheme (Rat Poison Provision 7.2.15, para 9 (e)) 
 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services advising 
members of the above scheme operated by another Community Council, copies of which 
had been previously circulated. Members discussed this issue and recommended a grant of 
£1000 to fund this initiative, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) to note the contents of the correspondence and comments; 
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(2) that the Clerk make an application for funding under the Community Council Grant 
 Scheme (CCGS) on a project cost of £1000; and 
 
(3) that if the application was successful the Clerk should advertise the details of the 

Scheme with a commencement date of September 2015. 
 
(c) Tingwall Bus Services (7.2.15, para 9 (c)) 
 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services on behalf of 
the Transport Manager regarding the changes since January 2015 to the number six service 
bus timetable, copies of which had been previously circulated.  Following discussion, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) to note the contents of the correspondence and comments; and 
 
(2) that the Clerk would contact Democratic Services with the following points for 
 consideration by the Transport Manager:- 
 
06.55 service from Kirkwall Travel Centre arriving at the Tingwall Ferry at 08.09 – request a 
later start time as those staying in hotels and bed and breakfast establishments lose out on a 
breakfast before starting their day; 
 
17.10 service from Kirkwall Travel Centre arriving at the Tingwall Ferry at 17.35 – request 
that the service leave Kirkwall slightly later as concerns have been raised. 
 
18.25 from Tingwall to Kirkwall Travel Centre – members are concerned about the lateness 
of this service especially as the Waiting Room at Tingwall is locked and travellers have to 
wait at the bus shelter. Members would therefore like to request that this service operate 
earlier. 
 
(d) North Isles Landscape Partnership Initiative (7.2.15, para 3 (d)) 
 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services on behalf of 
the Assistant Planner regarding the application to the Heritage Lottery Fund, copies of which 
had been previously circulated, requesting support from Community Councils. Members 
heard representation from Ms Harris regarding her email to Mr Muir and his response.  
Following some discussion, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and comments and that the Clerk 
would forward a letter of support on behalf of the Community Council. 
 
(e) Wyre Fish Farm (17.6.14, para 4 (b)) 
 
Members heard representation from Ms Harris regarding the ‘drop in’ event held on Wyre to 
discuss the above project and feedback from Wyre residents on this matter. Following some 
discussion, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the report and that the Community Council would offer 
support to any application for funding made by Wyre to Scottish Sea Farms. 
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(f) Inter-Isles Travel between Rousay, Egilsay & Wyre (7.2.15, para 3(b)) 
 
Consideration was given to correspondence received regarding some of the points raised in 
the last minutes, copies of which had been circulated.  Mr Shortland advised of the points he 
raised at the Ferry Consultative Committee and the Clerk informed the members that to date 
no minutes of that meeting had been received. Councillor Sinclair agreed with the 
information given and informed members he would chase any outstanding points.  Members 
discussed options for funding inter-island travel and asked Councillor Sinclair if Orkney 
Ferries might consider waiving the fares for transportation from Egilsay and Wyre to Rousay. 
He explained this was not a decision within the remit of Orkney Ferries and the question 
would have to be posed to Orkney Islands Council (OIC), and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments and that the Clerk would ask Democratic Services to 
pass on the request for inter-island fares to be waived to the relevant officers in 
Development and Infrastructure. 
 
(g) 5 Year Kirkyard Plan (7.2.15, para 3(f)) 
 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Democratic Services on behalf of 
the Head of Roads and Environmental Services outlining the approved Five Year 
Programme for improvements to Kirkyards across Orkney, copies of which had been 
emailed to members prior to the meeting. Councillor Sinclair confirmed that Roads and 
Environmental Services had agreed to provide a mini digger and the Road Operative’s 
services free of charge for the erection of a wooden fence at Brinian Kirkyard with the 
understanding that the Community Council would supply the materials. 
 
Members’ attention was drawn to concerns raised via an email from Ms Cox regarding the 
Plan and the Clerk advised that she had asked Democratic Services to provide an indication 
of when the issues raised by Wyre would be considered. Members heard that to date no 
response had been received, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) to note the contents of the correspondence and comments; 
 
(2) that the Clerk would ask Democratic Services to arrange with Road and 

Environmental Services for work to commence on the Brinian Kirkyard  fence in 
June 2015 and to provide written confirmation; 

 
(3) that the Clerk would forward to Mr Firth the list of items required for the fence and 
 that he would place the order and arrange carriage with the local haulier;  
 
(4) that the Clerk would ask Democratic Services to forward to the Head of Roads and 
 Environmental Services  the comments from Ms Cox regarding the Five Year Plan in 
 connection with Egilsay; and 
 
(5) that the Project Manager be invited to attend the June 2015 meeting to discuss the 
 Plan. 
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4. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
(a) Orkney Policing Report January 2015 – Police Scotland 
 
Consideration was given to the Orkney Policing Report, copies of which had been previously 
circulated, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
(b) Verges and Ditches on Wyre – Letter from Wyre Community Association 
 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from the Wyre Community Association 
regarding the poor state of the verges and ditches on Wyre, copies of which had been 
previously circulated. Members heard representation from Ms Harris who informed members 
that the Roads Operative had done some work, however, a further assessment was 
required.  Following some discussion, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and comments and that the Clerk 
would ask Democratic Services to contact Roads and Environmental Services requesting an 
assessment and action plan. 
 
(c) Wyre Community Hall – Letter from Wyre Community Association 
 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Wyre Community Association 
regarding the upkeep and repairs needed to the Community Hall, copies of which had been 
previously circulated. Members heard from Ms Harris that a meeting was planned and the 
Clerk informed those present that a representative from OIC was due to have met with a 
representative from Wyre Community Association on 8 April 2015.  The Clerk informed 
members that she had requested an update but to date no information was available, and it 
was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and comments and await an update 
from the Wyre Community Association before proceeding further with the matter. 
 
(d) Retained Duty System (FDS) Firefighting Recruitment Campaigns – Scottish 
 Fire & Rescue Service 
 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from the Scottish Fire & Rescue 
Service, copies of which had been circulated, regarding the forthcoming recruitment 
campaigns at various Community Fire Stations. Following a brief discussion, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that Rousay was not on the list. 
 
(e) Best Kept War Memorial – Letter from Legion Scotland 
 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Legion Scotland seeking entries 
for the ‘Best Kept War Memorial’ competition, copies of which had been previously 
circulated.  Members heard representation from the Clerk that she had forwarded details to 
Mr Basford and Mrs Firth as per previous instructions, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and comments. 
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(f) Invitation to Orkney Creative Hub Open Evening & Silent Auction Launch –   
24 March 2015 – Orkney Creative Hub 

 
Consideration was given to correspondence received from Orkney Creative Hub inviting 
members to an Open Evening, copies of which had been previously emailed.  Members 
heard representation from Mr Shortland that he had attended and had enjoyed the event, 
and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and comments. 
 
(g) Pentland Firth and Orkney Waters Marine Spatial Plan Update March 2015 – 
 Marine Scotland 
 
Consideration was given to the update on the Pentland Firth and Orkney Waters Marine 
Spatial Plan, March 2015, copies of which had been previously circulated and, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
(h) Recruitment of Second GP for the Island View Surgery – Letter from GP 
 
Consideration was given to a letter and e-brochure received from Dr Brunt, copies of which 
had been previously circulated, regarding the recruitment of a second GP for the island.  
Members discussed this matter and expressed their hopes that a second GP was employed 
and that Dr Brunt would remain at the practice, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk would send a 
letter of support to Dr Brunt on behalf of the Community Council. 
   
5. CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS 
 
(a) Draft Landscape Capacity Assessment for Wind Energy in Orkney 
 
Consideration was given to the Draft Landscape Capacity Assessment for Wind Energy in 
Orkney, details of which had been previously circulated. The Clerk advised members that 
she had a copy of the CD and details had been put in the Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre Review 
but to date no responses had been received, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that the members would notify 
the Clerk of any comments. 
 
6. FINANCE 
 
(a) General Finance 
 
Following consideration of the Community Council’s General Finance Statement, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that the actual balance remaining within the General Fund as at  
25 March 2015 was £16,752.88. 
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(b) Community Council Grant Scheme 
 
After consideration of the Community Council Grant Scheme Statement as at  
25 March 2015, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that the balance remaining for approval from main capping limit was 
£754.10 and from island capping limit was £624. 
 
(c) Community Development Fund 
 
After consideration of the Community Development Fund Statement as at 25 March 2015, it 
was:-  
 
RESOLVED to note that £1,927.80 remained available for allocation. 
 
(d)  Seed Corn Funding 
 
After consideration of the Seed Corn Funding Statement as at 25 March 2015, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that £5,965 had been approved and claimed to date. 
 
7. FINANCIAL REQUESTS 

(a) Bag the Bruck 2015 – 18 to 26 April 2015 
 
Following consideration of the correspondence received from Democratic Services advising 
that funding was available through CCGS to support the Bag the Bruck 2015 initiative, up to 
a maximum project cost of £300, and following discussion, it was:- 

RESOLVED:- 

(1) that the Clerk make an application for CCGS assistance towards Bag the Bruck 
 2015, on a project cost of £300; and 

(2) that a maximum award of £150 be applied if only one or two groups apply, otherwise 
the £300 would be divided equally between three or more groups. 

(b)  Launch of Orkney Creative Hub – Orkney Creative Hub 

Following consideration of correspondence received from Orkney Creative Hub seeking 
financial assistance with this new initiative by sponsoring a square foot of the Ortak building 
for a sum of £10 per square foot. Following some discussion, it was:- 

RESOLVED to award a donation of £100 from the General Fund and that the Clerk would 
contact the group to inform them of the decision. 

(c) Request for Assistance – Rousay Heritage Trust 

Mr Tipper and Ms Harris declared an interest in this item. 

Consideration was given to the correspondence received from the Rousay Heritage Trust 
requesting financial assistance with late boat hire and the hire of a bus to take residents to 
and from one of the festivals being held in Orkney this year. Members discussed this issue 
were of the opinion that they supported events coming to Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre as they 
generate business for the islands, however, in this instance the reverse was being asked.  
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Members heard that currently only a few people had expressed an interest in attending the 
event therefore it was agreed that the Community Council could not justify the expenditure 
on a late boat and bus hire. Members agreed to consider an application for assistance 
towards travelling costs as in the past assistance had been provided for residents travelling 
to events on mainland Orkney such as the SWRI baking show, and it was:- 

RESOLVED:- 

(1) to note the contents of the correspondence and comments; and 

(2)  that the Clerk would write to the group notifying them that the request had been 
declined and inviting an application for assistance with travelling costs once numbers 
were known. 

(d) Bag the Bruck 2015 – Rousay Church of Scotland 

Consideration was given to correspondence received from the Rousay Church of Scotland 
requesting sponsorship for Bag the Bruck 2015.  Following some discussion, it was:- 

RESOLVED:- 

(1) to note the contents of the correspondence; 

(2)    that the Clerk would submit the CCGS application accordingly; and 

(3) that the Clerk would write to the group informing them of the decision. 

(e) Rousay Show – Rousay Horticultural Society 

Consideration was given to correspondence received from the Rousay Horticultural Society 
requesting financial assistance with the transportation costs of the judges to and from the 
Rousay Show on 1 August 2015. Following some discussion, it was:- 

RESOLVED to award a donation of £50 and that the Clerk would contact the group to inform 
them of the decision. 

(f) Bag the Bruck 2015 – Egilsay Community Association 

Consideration was given to correspondence received from Egilsay Community Association 
requesting sponsorship for Bag the Bruck 2015. Following some discussion it was:- 

RESOLVED:- 

(1) to note the contents of the correspondence; 

(2)    that the Clerk would submit the CCGS application accordingly; and 

(3) that the Clerk would write to the group informing them of the decision. 

 

 

 

 



 8 

8. PUBLICATIONS 
 
The following publications were available to members to view:- 
 
Orkney Ferries Statistics for January 2015; 
Various OLAF minutes, agendas and documents; 
Planning Democracy – The Peoples Prospectus Conference; 
Land Reform Conference; 
Regeneration Conference 2015; and 
Wickstead Playgrounds – outdoor fitness provision. 
 
9. ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS 
 
(a) Emergency Call Out 
 
Members heard representation from the Chairman regarding a recent emergency vet call out 
and an issue that had arisen with availability of crew for the ferry. Following discussion 
regarding emergency circumstances, members heard that in a medical emergency, NHS 
Orkney had access to air evacuation as opposed to the ferry, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the reports. 
 
(b) Reports to Orkney Islands Council 
 
Mr Firth reminded members that when contacting Orkney Islands Council they should use 
the correct local representative within the Community Council first e.g. MARS 
Representative to contact the Roads Department, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments. 
 
10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
RESOLVED that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 16 June 2015 at 7.30 p.m. in the 
Church Centre, Hall. 
 
11. CONCLUSION OF MEETING 
 
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 1.30 p.m. 

 


