
MINUTE of the MEETING of ROUSAY, 
EGILSAY, WYRE & GAIRSAY COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL (REWGCC), held in the ROUSAY 
CHURCH CENTRE HALL on TUESDAY 
10 SEPTEMBER 2013, at 7.30 p.m. 

  
 
 
Present:   Mr A Firth, Ms C Cox, Mr R Koster and Mr R Tipper 
 
In attendance: Councillor S Hagan 
              Mrs D Compton, Clerk 
 
 
 
    
1. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRPERSON 

 
Members agreed to hold a ballot to elect a new Vice Chairperson however, the vote was a 
tie between Ms Cox and Mr Koster, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the result and defer this item to the next meeting. 
 
2. APOLOGIES 
 
RESOLVED to note that apologies for absence had been received from Ms Garret and 
Mr Shortland. 
 
3. ADOPTION  OF MINUTE  

 
The minute of the meeting held on Tuesday, 18 June 2013 was approved, being proposed 
by Mr Firth and seconded by Mr Koster. 
 
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
(a) War Memorials on Rousay & Egilsay - (18.6.13, para 4 (c))  
 
Members noted that next year was the Centenary of WWI, with the War Memorials Trust 
having set up a fund to assist with the restoration of monuments.  However, war memorials 
must be recorded on the ‘War Memorials Online’, with the current condition status, before a 
funding application could be made. 
 
Orkney Islands Council’s (OIC) Corporate Strategic Plan 2013-18 states that it would 
attempt to support the commemorations.  The Development and Marine Planning 
Department was looking to undertake a survey to assess the condition of war memorials 
across the county in order to identify those in poor condition. They would look at the 
condition of the memorials and their surrounding areas and identify any areas where repairs 
or new works might be necessary. 
 
Mr Koster advised that he had progressed the project, and it was:- 
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RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) to note the contents of the correspondence and Mr Koster's comments; 
 
(2) to note that Mr Koster:- 
 
(1) had registered the war memorials on Egilsay and Rousay with both War Memorial 

Online and OIC; 
 

(2) would need to photograph the war memorials, provide a list of the names of those 
included on the monuments and GPS positioning; 

 
(3) advised that the Rousay War Memorial appeared to be in good condition and that 

 he would liaise with Ms Cox and Mr Basford regarding the condition of the Egilsay 
War Memorial; 

 
(4) would discuss the picture held in the Heritage Centre with the residents of Wyre; and  
 
(5) had suggested to OIC that he meet with the Survey Team. 

 
(b) Erection of a wooden fence at Brinian Kirkyard – (18.6.13, para 4 (b)) 
 
Members heard representation from Mr Koster regarding the current status of the project to 
erect a wooden fence at Brinian and how the Community Council (CC) was still looking to 
use the services of the Road Operative, free of charge, which would be dependent on 
discussion with the Roads Services Manager. Mr Koster gave an updated quotation for the 
cost of materials, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments and that the Clerk would submit an application to the 
Community Development Fund, for the cost of the project.  
 
(c) Scottish Sea Farms – (18.6313, para 11 (c)) 
 
Mr Koster declared an interest in this matter and was not present during discussion. 
 
Following consideration of an email from Scottish Sea Farms, copies of which had been 
previously circulated to members, asking for feedback to the presentation given by the 
Regional Manager, members  suggested that the matter be left open and a letter be sent 
asking to be kept up to date as the issue progressed, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the email and comments and that the Clerk would write 
to Scottish Sea Farms. 
 
(d) Verge Maintenance – (18.6.13, para 11 (d)) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services, informing 
the CC that additional staff had been recruited on a casual basis to help address the 
outstanding work. Members were frustrated at the level of service the islands had received 
regarding the grass cutting of verges as well as general work usually carried out by the local 
Roads Operative.  Members noted that large parts of verges had been left uncut due to 
uncertainty of what action to take regarding wildflowers etc. Ms Cox pointed out that Egilsay 
had only just had their verges cut on 9 September and Councillor Hagan expressed concern 
over this matter, and it was:- 
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RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) to note the contents of the correspondence; 

 
(2) to note the absence of the local Roads Operative; and 
 
(3) that the clerk write Orkney Islands Council advising that member were of the opinion 

that:- 
 

(1) a contingency plan should be in place for emergency situations; and 
 
(2) Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre, having single track roads, should receive two cuts per 

year as safety was an issue. 
 
(e) Development & Infrastructure Tour – (18.6.13, para 11 (e)) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Development and 
Infrastructure Section apologising for the delay in getting back to members following the 
island tour, copies of which had been circulated, members were unhappy with the delays 
regarding someone coming out to look at the Pier area to discuss signage, the road 
markings and Kirkyard maintenance, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and the Clerk would ask 
Democratic Services for a response to these issues from the relevant department. 
 
(f) Egilsay Kirkyard Gate – Representation from Mr Koster (18.6.13, para 4 (a)) 
 
Members heard representation from Mr Koster that photographs of the Egilsay Kirkyard gate 
had been taken and forwarded to Democratic Services.  A letter had been received informing 
members that the Service Improvement Officer had made arrangements for the assessment 
of the gate for repair or replacement and that it would then be placed on the islands burial 
grounds priority list, and it was:-  
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
(g) Sustainable Communities Pilot Project (23.2.13, para 1) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services, regarding 
the setting up of a pilot project involving CC’s in the design and delivery of some Council 
services, copies of which had been circulated.  Members were informed that Stronsay and 
Papa Westray had been chosen for the initial stages, and this may be rolled out to the other 
islands, depending on whether the pilot objectives were met and evidence of efficiencies or 
saving were achieved, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk would request 
that the members be kept informed annually of the progress being made. 
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(h) Ferry Service Consultative Forum  (18.6.13, para 5 (c)) 
 
Following consideration of an email received from Councillor Clackson regarding the remit of 
the new Ferry Service Consultative Group, formed to discuss the ferry services which were 
the responsibility of the Scottish Government i.e. Northern Isles Ferry Services between 
Scrabster – Stromness and Aberdeen – Kirkwall – Lerwick, copies of which had been 
circulated.  Members were informed that the purpose of this group was to provide an 
opportunity for groups representing users of the ferry services and associated infrastructure, 
to raise concerns regarding the operation of the services e.g. timetables, arrangements for 
adverse weather disruptions etc. however, the full remit was yet to be defined, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
(i) National Entitlement Card for the Partially Sighted (18.6.13, para 11 (b)) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services, copies of 
which had been circulated, advising that National Entitlement Cards with the eye symbol on 
them would be entitle the card holder to free bus travel and standard class rail travel across 
Scotland as well as concessions on ferry journeys.   
 
Members were informed that Orkney Ferries had recently made changes to their fares and 
visually impaired passengers would receive their concession of 24 single trips and then be 
charged at 50% of the full fare, which was previously free unlimited travel, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Chair would pass this 
information on to the relevant interested parties. 
 
5. CORRESPONDENCE 

 
(a) Orkney Local Access Forum (OLAF) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the retiring secretary of OLAF, 
copies of which had been circulated, thanking members for the their support over the years 
and advising that an appointment had been made by OIC of a Roads Services Technician 
and that his remit would cover all aspects relating to the survey and maintenance of 
countryside paths including responding to any queries from landowners, community 
organisations, the Local Access Forum and the public regarding the maintenance of the core 
path network, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
(b) Open Space Strategy (Cut off date 12 July 2013) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence and a CD received from Democratic Services, 
copies of which had been circulated, providing information on an audit being undertaken to 
provide the basis for an Open Space Strategy concerns were raised about the lack of 
information on the CD, wrong naming of areas and the exclusion of Wyre and Egilsay in the 
pictures for open spaces, it was:-   
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and comments.  
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(c) Lead Walkers for Orkney Walking Groups (Cut off date 20 July 2013) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Health Improvement Officer, 
copies of which had been circulated, looking for volunteer lead walkers to further develop the 
existing Orkney Walking Groups throughout Orkney and hearing that the Clerk had put a 
notice in the Rousay, Egilsay & Wyre (REW) Review and displayed posters in the waiting 
room and on the ferry, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and comments. 
 
(d) Reviews of Traffic Warden Provision and Public Service and Opening Hours 

at Police Offices – Police Scotland  
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Divisional Commander 
regarding the reviews of Traffic Warden provision in Scotland and also the Public Service 
Opening Hours at Police Offices commissioned by the Chief Constable, copies of which had 
been circulated to members, and how they will be looking at how this service is best 
delivered in the future, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
(e) Letter from Soames Excavations 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Soames Excavations, copies of 
which had been circulated, offering their services as groundwork contractors, especially with 
reference to the maintenance of the kirkyards and roads on Rousay.  Members discussed 
this in relation to the Sustainable Communities project, which could possibly be extended to 
other islands in the future, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk would write 
Soames Excavations thanking them for his interest. 
 
(f) Northern Isles Digital Forum meeting, 26 July 2013  
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Mr McArthur MSP, copies of which 
had been circulated, regarding the Northern Isles Digital Forum and the follow up 
information. Members were informed that the main part of the meeting involved a 
presentation on the planned roll out of the super-fast, fibre optic broadband across the 
Highlands & Islands. Questioning was about the timeframe for delivery in Orkney and 
concerns that there would still be parts of the country not covered by the proposed roll-out, 
despite the funding. A £2.5m innovation fund will look at how areas not covered by fibre 
might be served, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
(g) Bonfire & Fireworks at Picky, 2 November 2013  
 
Following consideration of an email received from Kirkwall and St Ola Community Council, 
copies of which had been circulated, requesting financial assistance towards the annual 
bonfire and firework display at Picky members noted that REWGCC supported requests 
from its own communities for financial assistance with these events, and it was:- 
 
REOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that the Clerk would inform the 
CC that their request on this occasion had been declined.  
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(h) Invite to Veterans Scotland seminar in Kirkwall, 20 August 2013  
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Veterans Roadshow Project 
Manager, Lt Col. N Morrison OBE, copies of which had been circulated, inviting members to 
a roadshow on 20 August 2013, with a view to updating local, public and voluntary sector 
organisations and individuals on current relevant veterans issues, at both national and local 
level.  Mr Koster advised that he had been due to attend but had had to decline at the last 
minute, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that no members had attended. 
 
(i) Our Plan Guide to Your Future Energy Network 

Scottish & Southern Energy (SSE) 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from SSE, copies of which had been 
circulated, advising members of ‘The Plain Guide to Your Future Energy Network’ giving 
details about their twelve commitments and ‘Explaining our future costs to you’ and after 
hearing representation from the Clerk advising that she had put the details in the REW 
Review, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
(j) Resignation of Vice Chair  
 
Members heard representation from the Chair that notification had been received from the 
Vice Chair that he was resigning from REWGCC as he no longer resided on the island.  The 
Chair expressed his thanks to Mr Hull for all the work he had carried out on behalf of the CC.  
Mr Firth asked for clarification on what action should now be taken and heard from 
Councillor Hagan that once Democratic Services were informed of the vacancy they would 
advertise an election. The Clerk advised members that Democratic Services had informed 
her that the CC should make certain there was local interest in becoming a cc members and 
then a Public Meeting could be arranged. Members asked that as there were two 
representatives from Egilsay on the cc at present, if someone from Wyre applied would they 
be automatically be elected as the quota of two members, one each from Wyre and Egilsay 
were already filled by the Egilsay members.  Councillor Hagan advised that Democratic 
Services would provide advice on this, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments, and that the Clerk would ask Democratic Services to 
begin the election process for a new member and provide feedback on the questions asked. 
 
(k) Inter-Isles Ferry Service Consultative Committee, 21 August 2013 – Agenda 
 and Minutes of the Meeting held 15 February 2013 with Draft Summer Time 
 Table effective from 4 May – 28 September 2014  
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services, copies of 
which had been circulated, members heard representation from Ms Cox that she had 
attended the meeting and put forward suggestions to the Committee.  These included 
looking at the bus time table and arranging for it to meet the ferry at the lunch period and 
alternate Sunday sailings however, this would require a mandate from the islands. Mr Firth 
noted that the draft summer time table showed the ferry operating until the last weekend in 
September 2014, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and comments. 
 



 7 

(l) Climate Challenge Fund - Funding advice surgery in Kirkwall, 26 August  
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Development Officer, Climate 
Challenge Fund, inviting members to a funding advice surgery on 26 August 2013 to be 
advised how grants from the Scottish Government’s CCF could help groups reduce their 
carbon footprint and improve their communities, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
(m) Public Consultation on Marine Protected Areas (MPA’s) 

Orkney Drop-In Events -  Rousay, 26 September 2013  - Marine Scotland 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Democratic Services, copies of 
which had been circulated, advising that Marine Scotland wished to give local residents the 
opportunity to find out about Marine Scotland’s consultation, “Planning Scotland’s Seas,” and 
possible MPA’s in the seas around Orkney which included Wyre and Rousay Sounds.  
Members also studied details of the MPA proposals which had been received on 
10 September 2013, regarding anchorage for boats and the maerl beds in the area.  
Following a brief discussion and hearing representation from the Clerk that she had put 
details of the meeting in the REW review and received posters promoting the event, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
(n) National Concessionary Travel  
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Mr McArthur MSP, copies of 
which had been circulated, regarding representation he made to the Minister for Transport 
and Veterans, to look at the possibility of including all inter-island ferry travel and community 
transport in the Scottish Parliament’s National Concessionary Travel Scheme explaining that 
the Scottish Government would not be looking again at the issue of inter-island ferry 
journeys under the scheme, and insisted that any concessions on these routes would be an 
issue for OIC to determine and fund, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
(o) Potential for a North Isles Landscape Partnership Scheme 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from Democratic Services, copies of 
which had been circulated, explaining that a feasibility study to investigate the potential to 
develop a Heritage Lottery Fund Landscape Partnership Scheme bid for the North Isles and 
that OIC was seeking initial views of the North Isles CC’s to consider whether there was 
support for developing the initiative, and if so, how and when a Heritage Fund bid could be 
developed and if members would complete the questionnaire, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence and that members would forward 
their responses to the Clerk by the cut-off date. 
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6. CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS 
 
(a) DRAFT Urban Conservation Areas Management Plan  

(Cut off date 26 August  2013) 
 
After consideration of the Draft Urban Conservation Areas Management Plan consultation 
document received from Democratic Services, details of which had been previously 
circulated, members heard representation from the Clerk that she had passed the details to 
the REW Review, and that no comments had been received, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence.  
 
(b) OHAL – Draft Allocations Policy Consultation (Cut off date 13 September 2013) 
 
After consideration of the OHAL – Draft Allocations Policy consultation document received 
from Democratic Services, details of which had been previously circulated, members heard 
representation from the Clerk that no comments had been received, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
7. FINANCE 
 
(a)  General Finance 
 
After consideration of the Community Council General Finance Statement, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that the estimated balance remaining within the General Fund as at 
20 August 2013 was £16,577.43. 
 
(b) Community Council Grant Scheme (CCGS)  
 
After consideration of the Community Council Grant Scheme Statement as at 
20 August 2013, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that the balance remaining for approval in the main capping limit was 
£2,421.72, additional capping limit was £242 and the island capping limit was £618. 
 
(c) Community Development Fund (CDF)  
 
After consideration of the Community Development Fund Statement as of 20 August 2013, it 
was:-  
 
RESOLVED to note that £3,156.80 remained available for allocation. 
 
(d) Seed Corn Funding 
 
After consideration of the Seed Corn Funding Statement as of 20 August 2013, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that £9,035 remained available for allocation. 
 
8. FINANCIAL REQUESTS 

ROUSAY S.W.R.I – BAKING SHOW  5 OCTOBER 2013 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Rousay SWRI, copies of which 
was circulated, requesting financial assistance towards the cost of two representatives and a 
vehicle for two return trips to attend the Baking Show on 5 October 2013, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to award a donation of £100 towards the cost. 
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9. PUBLICATIONS 
 
A number of publications as listed on the agenda were made available to the members at 
the meeting, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that Mr Koster left with the Crown Estate booklet and the members 
pointed out that the passenger figures for Egilsay and Rousay were up on that of Shapinsay 
in July. 
 
10. ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS 
 
(a) Dates for forthcoming meetings for 2013/14 
 
Following consideration of correspondence received from the Clerk, copies of which had 
been circulated, advising of possible dates for forthcoming meetings, Mr Tipper noted that 
two of the dates possibly overlapped with the school holidays, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
(1) That the following dates be agreed for forthcoming meeting:- 
 

Saturday, 30 November 2013 @ 10.15 a.m. 
Saturday, 8 February 2014 @ 10.15 a.m. 
Saturday, 12 April 2014 @ 10.15 a.m. 
Tuesday, 19 June 2014 @ 7.30 p.m. 
Tuesday 16 September 2014 @ 7.30p.m. 
Saturday 6 December 2014 @ 10.15 a.m; and  

 
(2)  that the Clerk would book the Church Hall. 
 
(b) Potential candidates for REWGCC vacancy 
 
This matter was covered under para 5 (j). 
 
(c) Sourin School House for Head Teacher – Representation from Mr Firth 
 
Members heard representation from Mr Firth who asked if anyone knew if the Sourin School 
House was still available for Head Teachers’ to use.  Mr Tipper thought that there was a flat 
available in the building for use by the Head Teacher if needed whilst the rest of the building 
was used for storage, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments and that the Clerk would ask Democratic Services what 
the current situation was, and if the flat was a possibility, would the relevant department 
consider making it ready for use by the Head Teacher. 
 
(d) Nurse cover at the surgery 
 
Members heard representation from Mr Firth advising that nurse cover at the surgery had 
dropped from three to two days per week which was in contravention of the agreement with 
NHS Orkney.  Mr Tipper explained that several attempts had been made to recruit a 
District Nurse for the island but this had been unsuccessful, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments and that the Clerk would contact NHS Orkney asking for 
an update of the situation. 
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(e) Delays in receiving prescriptions once requested from GP  
 
Members heard representation from Ms Cox advising that several people on Egilsay had 
complained about the service in relation to receiving prescriptions. Mr Tipper explained how 
these delays could occur and Councillor Hagan expressed his concern that this was 
occurring, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the comments and that the Clerk would write to NHS Orkney asking 
them to look at the process in place, with a view to speeding up the delivery of medications 
to the islands. 
 
(f) Condition of waste bins on Egilsay  
 
Members heard representation from Ms Cox advising that the large green waste bins at 
Egilsay Pier were in a poor condition as the wheels were rusting and the lids did not catch 
and stay closed.  Ms Cox showed photographs of the condition of the bins and explained 
that she had reported this to the Waste Services Department and also had requested 
additional rubbish bags however, she felt that the CC should follow this matter up.  
Councillor Hagan asked about the need for these bins and Ms Cox explained that on Egilsay 
there was no kerb collection service, and that all the residents had to put their rubbish in 
black sacks and then take them down to the bins.  She also explained that there was no 
recycling points on the island and that glass, paper etc. went in with the general household 
waste, which was then collected weekly by a contractor. She advised that the residents had 
requested coloured bags so they could separate recyclable waste but this idea had been 
turned down by OIC Waste Section.  
 
Councillor Hagan recommended that the REWGCC write Democratic Services requesting 
the situation be addressed as a matter of urgency, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED that the Clerk would write Democratic Services asking that the bins at Egilsay 
Pier be repaired or replaced and that consideration be given to providing coloured bags for 
recycling. 

 
 (g) Bullet points about the meetings  
 
Members heard representation from Mr Firth advising that the Clerk had been approached 
by a member of the community asking if it was possible to have bullet points of the meeting.  
Members agreed that the Clerk would produce a synopsis of relevant items and the actions 
agreed by the CC for publishing in the REW Review, and it was:-  
 
RESOLVED that the Clerk would produce information about the relevant issues discussed at 
a CC meeting and the action taken for publication. 
 
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
RESOLVED that the next meeting will be held on Saturday, 30 November 2013 at 
10.15 a.m. in the Church Centre Hall. 
 
12. CONCLUSION OF MEETING 
 
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 9.25 p.m. 
 


