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Produced by: Rousay Community AssociaƟon             Subscriber: Electronic 

To subscribe, or to send in arƟcles for the next ediƟon of the newsleƩer,        

please use the following contact details:  

  Editor: Kayleigh Tipper   E‐mail: kayleigh@aroundrousay.co.uk 

  Telephone: 01856 821360  Write: Howdis Meadow, Rousay, KW17 2PR 

  Deadline: 27 April 2017 (5pm) ‐ late arƟcles are not guaranteed to be included 

Funder logo 

Saturday, 1st 

 Service, Church Centre, 11.30am 

Wednesday, 5th 

 Silent Auction, Church Centre, 10am‐11am 

 Art Club, The Crafthub, 1pm‐2.30pm 

Tuesday, 11th 

 SWI, Rousay School, 8pm 

 Taversoe InnQUIZition, 8pm 

Wednesday, 12th 

 Art Club, The Crafthub, 1pm‐2.30pm 

Thursday, 14th 

 Watercolours, The Crafthub, 11am‐4pm 

Saturday, 15th 

 Disco Night, The Taversoe, 7.30pm 

Sunday, 16th (Easter Sunday) 

 Easter Egg Throw, Eric’s Field (Grindally), 

2.30pm 

 Easter Egg Hunt, The Restaurant, 3pm 

Monday, 17th (Easter Monday) 

 Easter  Service,  St.  Mary’s  Chapel, 

Westness, 11.30am 

Tuesday, 18th 

 Tai Chi, Rousay School, 3.15pm‐5.15pm 

Wednesday, 19th 

 Silent Auction, Church Centre, 10am‐11am 

 Art Club, The Crafthub, 1pm‐2.30pm 

Tuesday, 25th 

 Tai Chi, Rousay School, 3.15pm‐5.15pm 

Wednesday, 26th 

 Art Club, The Crafthub, 3.15pm‐4.30pm 

Sunday, 30th 

 Service, Church Centre, 11.30am 

Silent AucƟon 
 

A SILENT AUCTION of goods belonging to the late Marion Carr 
will be held In the CHURCH CENTRE 

on the 5th of APRIL & 19th of APRIL from 10‐00am Ɵll 11‐00am 
All proceeds to the RNLI 

Teas/Coffee will be available for donaƟons to Triangle Club 

EASTER EGG THROW and HUNT on 16th APRIL 
 

2‐30pm at Eric's field (Grindally) for egg throw 

3‐00  at The Restaurant for the egg hunt 
 

CompeƟƟon a EASTER CHICKEN any medium 
 

Tea / Coffee cake and raffles 
 

ALL AGES WELCOME TO TAKE PART 

EASTER SERVICE 

 

A service to celebrate Easter will be held at  

St Mary's Chapel, Westness,  

on Easter Monday 17th April at 11.30 am. 

 

 ALL WELCOME  



Taversoe InnQUIZiƟon 

Tuesday April 11th @ 8pm 

(Second Tuesday of April) 

Free Entry 

Snowball Jackpot 

Light Snack Supper 

 

Advance NoƟces for May:  

Taversoe InnQUIZiƟon 

Tuesday May 2nd @ 8pm 

Free Entry 

Snowball Jackpot 

Light Snack Supper 

 

Summer Opening Hours 

Commencing May 8th 2017 

 

 

 

 

Disco Night 

 

Fancy Coming Out for some Saturday Night Fever?  

Saturday April 15th at The Taversoe from 7.30pm 

From Hotpants to Flares to Suits it’s DISCO all the way 

There’ll be Cocktails, There’ll be Music,  

There’ll be Lights, There’ll be Dancing!  

Winter Opening Hours 

Monday & Tuesday ‐ CLOSED* 

Wednesday to Friday ‐ 12pm to 2pm & 5pm to 11pm** 

Saturday ‐ 12pm to 11pm** 

Sunday ‐ 12pm to 10.30pm** 

 

Food served daily from 12pm to 2pm & 5pm Ɵll 9pm (Wed‐Sat), and 5pm Ɵll 7.30pm (Sun) 

 

* The bar will be open on the first Tuesday of the month for the Taversoe InnQUIZiƟon. 

** If the bar is empty at 9pm we reserve the right to close early.  

The next meeƟng of the SWI will be at 8pm on Tuesday 
11th April at the School when we look forward to a talk 
from Mary RuƩer of Orkney Zero Waste and a chance to 
make our own plate stands from old crockery.  
 
The compeƟƟons will be 'A Recycled Item' and             
'The Bonniest Biscuit Tin'.  
 
We look forward to seeing you there!  

Orkney Mobile Library 

 

Visits scheduled in 2017:  
 

Thursday 4th May 
Thursday 29th June 

Thursday 24th August 
Thursday 19th October 
Thursday 14th December 



CRAFTHUB 
Community Interest Company 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APRIL Opening Ɵmes 
Monday – Saturday 11am to 5.30pm 

 
****New Stock Items**** 

Peedie Chocs due in – why not treat yourself for Easter 
Lots of new stock in – Hats, MiƩs, Gloves to keep you warm in chilly spring winds 

Pop along for handmade Easter giŌs 
*** 

Every Monday – Coffee Morning 11am – 1pm 
 

Easter Holidays –  Art Club 5th, 12th and 19th April 1pm – 2.30pm ‐  
All children welcome age 5 – 16 years £3 per session ‐ Please book in advance 

 
Art Club 26th April ‐ 3.15pm ‐ 4.30pm 

 
We are now taking bookings for the following workshops – they have limited spaces 

and fill up quickly so please get in touch as soon as possible to book your place. 
 

AFRAYEDKNOT – Mark Cook 
Handknoƫng ‐  a tradiƟonal technique ‐ an exciƟng new workshop to explore using rope found on Orkney 
beaches.  
This is a half‐ day course planned for June (date tbc)  
Cost of the course including materials and light refreshments is £36 
REW residents pay £7.20 ‐  20% of the total cost the remaining 80% is covered by REWDT  
 
DRAWING WORKSHOP – Joseph Hewes 
6 weeks starƟng Saturday 6th May – 11.30am – 1.30pm 
Cost of the course including materials and light refreshments is £90 
REW residents pay £18 ‐  20% of the total cost the remaining 80% is covered by REWDT 
 
ONE DAY WATER COLOURS – Joseph Hewes 
Sunday 14th May – 11am to 4pm (lunch available £5 extra) 
Beginners welcome 
Cost of the course including materials and light refreshments is £40 (exc lunch) 
REW residents pay £8 ‐ 20% of the total cost the remaining 80% is covered by REWDT 
 
CROCHET & KNITTING TECHNIQUES – Shelagh Grieve 
6 weeks starƟng Friday 28th April 11am – 1pm 
Beginners & Intermediate welcome 
Cost of the course including materials and light refreshments is £90 
REW residents pay  £18 ‐ 20% of the total cost the remaining 80% is covered by REWDT 
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Thanks to REW DT for part funding this.       

www.facebook.com/orkneytaichi  

Following the 
Easter School 

Closures,  
Tai Chi re-starts 
on 18 April 2017 
 

 

Rousay Tai Chi Chuan 
 

Every Tuesday at the School.  

 

1st hour Energy Exercises at 3:15  

2nd hour Tai Chi Form at 4:15  

£2.50 per hour,  

Come for one or both.  

All ages and abiliƟes welcome. 

Orkney CiƟzens Advice Bureau 

We will be making an outreach visit to 

Rousay on 23rd August 2017. We will be in 

the Church Centre from 11:30am to 

2:30pm.  
 

We are there to advise on any issue.         

To make an appointment or arrange a 

home visit, please contact 01856 875266 

no later than Thursday 17th August.  

Services 

Church Centre 
 

Saturday 1st April  
Roy Cordukes at 11.30am  

 

Sunday 30th April 
Roy Cordukes at 11.30 am 

 

Everyone welcome  

CRAFTHUB 
Community Interest Company 

 
 
 
 
 
 

...and for later on in the Summer 
 
MID‐WEEK WALK n' DRAW – Joseph Hewes –  June dates 
to be confirmed 
 
OIL PAINTING – Ingrid Grieve ‐ dates to be confirmed 
 
VIKING JEWELLERY – Heather Croy ‐ dates to be confirmed 
 
PASTEL  TECHNIQUES – Diana Merrick ‐ August – dates to 
be confirmed 
 
 
 

For up to date informaƟon 
on opening Ɵmes and workshops  

 
please visit  ‐ www.craŌhuborkney.co.uk 

 
email: craŌhub@btconnect.com 

 
phone: 01856 821455 

 
go to our Facebook page  

 
 

Look out for our new flyer and adverts in the new  
CraŌ Trail brochure and Islander magazine – 2017 

 
 

Happy Easter to all our volunteers,  
craŌers, customers, suppliers and partners  
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       For Sale 

 

      Electric Fire £25 
 

      A table and four chairs £100 
 

      Please phone Ian on 821 215 

 

 

 

THE 2017 ROUSAY, EGILSAY & WYRE  

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY WILL BE AVAILABLE STARTING 

18TH APRIL! 

 

 

 

 

Master sheets of the informaƟon we currently hold for 

the REW Telephone Directory are sƟll available at the 

Shop, the Church Centre, the School, the Rousay Post 

Office, and the Wyre Post Office unƟl 10th April.  

 

Please take a look and add, edit or remove your 

telephone number on one of these sheets.  

You can also contact Kira at the School with any 

changes on 01856 821 226  

    or by email at 

admin.rousay@glow.orkneyschools.org.uk  

 

The new directory will be available for purchase at the 

School, the Shop, and the Egilsay & Wyre Post Offices 

starƟng 18th April for £2.50 per copy.  

Free 
 

Two young light 
Sussex cockerels 

 
Bigland 821 244 

RCA Rousay Community AssociaƟon 

 

Community Rooms must be booked, in advance, for use 

through the booking clerk on 821 383 / 

07522647794. Failure to book may lead to the room 

you wish to book being unavailable.  

RHS  

 

 

Rousay HorƟcultural Society’s 

Taƫe‐in‐a‐Bucket 2017 

 

Available from Sheelagh 

 

Entries count towards the District Shield!  

 

Call 821 283.  

Triangle Club 
 
 

Welcome for teas and coffee on Wednesday 
every week, feel free just to drop in for 
chat and join in one of our many different 
games being played.  

For Sale 
 

Second Hand 
Silverline 400W Submersible Water Pump 

Plus user manual 
 

For clean water  
 

£25 
 

ArƟcle provided by Jenny 



Surgery Opening Times (Tel.: 821265) 

 

GP present on Monday and Friday unƟl 11AM, and all day Wednesdays.  

The Female GP is here on Fridays.  

 

                    Monday      9:00‐13:00     

 

                    Tuesday                14:00‐18:00 

 

                    Wednesday   9:00‐11:00    16:00‐18:00 

 

                    Thursday    11:00‐15:00 

 

                    Friday      9:00‐11:00    16:00‐18:00 

 

If you require medical assistance in an emergency, please phone 999. If you require urgent medical 

advice, and cannot wait unƟl the surgery is open, please contact the Balfour switchboard on 888000 and 

ask them to page the Rousay Nurse PracƟƟoner.  

 

PracƟce MeeƟngs 

StarƟng from April, the surgery staff will be having a meeƟng on the first Wednesday of every month, 

between 10 and 11AM. This means the phones will not be answered during this Ɵme. You are welcome to 

leave a message on the answering machine and we will get back to you as soon as we can. If it is an 

emergency, please follow the instrucƟons above for paging the Nurse PracƟƟoner. 

 

CollecƟng PrescripƟons 

Whenever possible, please try to collect these during scheduled opening hours. Our Nurse PracƟƟoners 

are oŌen out on home visits, so you may have a wasted trip if you come along at other Ɵmes.  

 

If you use our advance ordering system, please note that we would prefer that you phone ahead so that 

we can have your prescripƟons ready, as we may be busy when you arrive. 

 

Annual Reviews 

We are moving to a system of reviewing people annually in the month of their birth. We are working our 

way through reviews of people who are overdue, but if you have a long‐term medical condiƟon (for 

example Asthma, Diabetes, High Blood Pressure, etc.), and think it may have been more than a year since 

you were reviewed, please contact the surgery. This applies even if your birthday is months away. 

 

Hospital stays 

Please remember to contact the surgery when you are released from hospital. We are not usually told by 

the hospitals, so we rely on paƟents leƫng us know themselves. If you have been given a leƩer, please 

bring it along, or ask someone to do it for you. This is especially important if any changes have been made 

to your medicaƟon during your stay. Thank you. 



Grant ApplicaƟons and EducaƟon Bursaries 
 

For a grant applicaƟon form, please go to our website or contact the Office.  
 

All applicaƟons must be received a minimum of two weeks before the planned Board 
meeƟng date or training event. This is to allow sufficient Ɵme for applicaƟons to be processed.  

 
Board meeƟngs planned for 2017:  

 
   Wednesday 10th May      Wednesday 21st June     Saturday 19th August 
   Monday 6th November      Monday 4th December 
 

The Annual General MeeƟng is planned for Saturday 7th October.  

Car Club 

Contact 

us to  

join!  

Subsidised rate 

Here2Help 

Grant Schemes 

 

General Grants, Driving Lessons,  

EducaƟonal Bursaries, and Wellbeing 

Free lanterns 

Ask us for more informaƟon on the following things the Trust offers:  

Brinian Play Park 

 

At this Ɵme of the year the play park ground gets very wet. Please take care and if possible avoid playing 

in the muddy areas.  If we can keep off of any damaged ground as much as possible it will recover quicker 

and the grass will grow beƩer in the spring. Thank you, in anƟcipaƟon, for your cooperaƟon in this 

maƩer. 
 

We do not want to close the play park.  If the ground conƟnues to decline in its condiƟon, however, we 

may have to close the play park during the wet weather to allow for the ground to recover. To help in 

solving this problem, the Trust has recently approved the purchase of addiƟonal weather proof surfacing 

which will be laid as soon as received (weather permiƫng).   

 

Free Adult and Child Swim & RHLC Sessions 
 
Following on from the island meeƟng with OIC’s Garry Burton in March (thank you Clare for arranging 
this), the Trust is now working with OIC to find a soluƟon and an alternaƟve to the AcƟve Life card as it 
currently stands. This will be for residents who only wish to use the Rousay Gym and/or Fat Burn classes, 
and/or the free swim sessions at the Pickaquoy Pool. We will let you know as soon as we hear any news.  
 

Do you qualify for a free rechargeable/solar powered lantern?  
 

The Trust sƟll has some free rechargeable/solar powered lanterns in stock, for distribuƟon to elderly, 

infirm, or vulnerable members of the community. If you think you qualify, contact the Surgery (Nurse 

PracƟƟoner 821 406 / Anne 821 265), who are distribuƟng the lanterns on behalf of the Trust.  

Rousay, Egilsay & Wyre 
Development Trust 

Community Update 

April 2017 
REW

DT 



Rousay, Egilsay & Wyre 
Development Trust 

Community Update 

April 2017 conƟnued... 
REW

DT 

Contact Us 
                Telephone: 01856 821 229  E‐mail: info@rewdt.org 
                Website: www.rewdt.org  Facebook: www.facebook.com/rewdt 
 
Office Drop-In Times: 10am to 12 noon (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday) - contact to arrange an appointment outwith these times 

 
Free Wi-Fi access is available to use at the Trust Office (plus access to a laptop and printer) 

 
Directors: Bryan Milner (Chair); John Garson (Vice-Chair); Kayleigh Tipper (Treasurer); Hilary Byland; Chris Cox;            
Diana Compton; Clare Daintith; Mark Hull; Carole Maguire; Brian Noakes; Eric Shortland; Stuart Sailor 
 

Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre Development Trust is a charitable company limited by guarantee. 
Co. Reg. No: SC318527 Charity Reg. No: SC040407  

Registered Office: The Manse, Rousay, Orkney, KW17 2PR 

Stone Chippings Scheme ‐ Opens Monday 3 April 2017 
 
The REW DT Board, in their 2017/18 budget, has reintroduced the Stone Chippings Scheme and has 
allocated money, to assist in the maintenance of private roads with chippings.   
 
Residents of Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre can apply for chippings using the Stone Chippings Scheme 
ApplicaƟon Form, which, together with the Scheme’s Terms and CondiƟons, can be downloaded from the 
Trust’s website (www.rewdt.org)  or by contacƟng the Office either by phone on 821 229 or e‐mail at 
info@rewdt.org  
 

The Scheme opens on Monday 4 April, with a closing date of Friday 28 April 2017.  

 

REW DT Stone Chippings Scheme Criteria 

 

The Trust hopes that this will be a regular annual offer (subject to funding being available). As the Trust 

expects this scheme to be over‐subscribed, houses will normally only be awarded chippings once in every 

three years to allow for all residents to have access to this offer.  

 

Unsuccessful applicaƟons will be prioriƟsed in subsequent years if the households re‐apply.  

 

Awards will be at the discreƟon of the board and all decisions are final.  

 

Successful allocaƟons (subject to the budget) will be as follows: ‐ 

 Those properƟes with under 50‐metre drives will be allocated a maximum of 10 tonnes 

 50 – 100‐metre drive will be allocated a maximum of 20 tonnes and 

 Over 100‐metre drives will be allocated a maximum of 30 tonnes. 

 

The above will apply unless on the applicaƟon form the household has requested a smaller amount of 

chippings to be awarded. 

 

The Trust will provide, if requested, assistance to any household with the laying of the chippings.  



North Isles Landscape Partnership Scheme ‐ Development Phase Update – No. 5 

 
Hello, 
 
As I write this update on the North Isles Landscape Partnership Scheme (NILPS) we are heading towards the end of 
March and Ɵme is rapidly marching on towards the date for submission to the Heritage LoƩery Fund (HLF).  Since 
my last update in January, we have been concluding the majority of the project studies and procuring the final 
studies required by the HLF as part of the NILPS development phase.  The details are highlighted below:   
 
 My colleague, Tom Hunter, has recently been visiƟng the islands and meeƟng with groups/individuals to 

consider small‐scale projects regarding the Historic Environment in each island.  This will help prioriƟse 
potenƟal projects for delivery but it is our intenƟon that at least one project per island will be further 
developed.   

 The Heritage Trail and AcƟve Travel study has completed its site visits with Jane Dixon from Ironside Farrar 
compleƟng a few final island trips to finalise proposals.  

 The Landscape and Seascape Study is also being wriƩen up.  The informaƟon from this survey will provide an 
essenƟal element of our applicaƟon to the HLF.       

 The Visitor and MarkeƟng Study is also being finalised.  This report will include a SWOT (strengths, 
weaknesses, opportuniƟes and threats) Analysis and MarkeƟng Strategy.   

 The Biodiversity Study is now completed.   
 The contract for the monitoring and evaluaƟon of NILPS has recently been awarded to Resources for Change 

(www.r4c.org.uk/index.html).  The company have experience of monitoring and evaluaƟng other schemes 
around the country.   

 The branding, graphics and website development for NILPS is currently out to tender.   
 
Once all of the studies required as part of the round 2 submission have been completed and approved by the NILPS 
steering group, they will be made available to the public.  I am currently considering the most effecƟve medium to 
disseminate the studies and shall update you on this once we reach a conclusion.  As highlighted in the previous 
update, in order to meet the next HLF deadline the final version of the Landscape ConservaƟon AcƟon Plan (LCAP) 
for NILPS needs to be submiƩed by the end of July 2017.  The regional board for the HLF will meet at the end of 
November 2017 to consider the NILPS applicaƟon. As such, we hope to hear the outcome in December 2017.  
Subject to a posiƟve outcome NILPS should commence in early 2018. 
 
As menƟoned previously, my priority from now unƟl the end of July will be producing the LCAP as well as 
developing the projects we intend to deliver under NILPS.  The studies have helped idenƟfy projects for delivery 
and I conƟnue to keep in touch with various groups regarding these projects.  This will conƟnue as collecƟvely we 
work up suitable projects for delivery during the 2018‐2022 scheme.    
 
I would ask that you please disseminate this informaƟon as widely as you can within your own community and let 
me know if there is anyone you would like included in future communicaƟons.  Further informaƟon is available at 
the following link ‐ hƩp://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service‐Directory/D/north‐isles‐landscape‐partnership‐
scheme.htm  Thank you again for your conƟnued parƟcipaƟon and working with the various individuals who have 
been involved in producing the studies.  I will conƟnue to keep in touch as we keep working towards our end of 
July submission. 

 
Best regards,  

 
Alister Brown (Development Office ‐ North Isles Landscape Partnership Scheme) 

Development and Marine Planning, Council Offices, School Place, Kirkwall, KW15 1NY 
T: 01856 873535 ext. 2814 (Kirkwall) / 01856 873535 ext. 3041 (Stromness)  E: alister.brown@orkney.gov.uk        

                                          
The NILPS Development Phase is being supported by the following organisaƟons 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                      



REW
GCC 

Rousay, Egilsay, Wyre & Gairsay Community Council 

 

Bag the Bruck 

Saturday 22th – Sunday 30th April 2017  

 

Bag the Bruck is scheduled to take place over a nine day period this year, extending from               

Saturday 22th unƟl Sunday 30th April. 

 

The Community Council can sponsor local groups and chariƟes who parƟcipate in the event. 

 

If you require further informaƟon or wish to apply for funding please contact the Clerk,               

prior to your event, for an applicaƟon form, at the address below.  

 

 

Trial Project: Inter‐Islands Ferry Passenger Tickets between Egilsay, Wyre & Rousay  

 

REWGCC is conƟnuing the trial scheme offering a book of passenger ferry Ɵckets for inter‐island use on 

the MV Eynhallow between Egilsay, Wyre & Rousay. 

 

The scheme is open to permanent residents on the three islands providing free passenger travel which 

can be used for visits to the GP, shop, funcƟons etc. all encouraging inter‐island acƟviƟes. 

 

To be considered for an allocaƟon of inter‐island Ɵckets please provide the following informaƟon:‐  

 

 Name and address  

 Category i.e. Adult,  Junior, OAP/Concession 

 Contact phone number 

 

ApplicaƟons should be forwarded by Wednesday, 12th April 2017 to the address below.  

 

 

 

 

 

REWGCC would like the community to be aware of the upcoming event Magnus 900 event.  

To find out details please visit www.magnus900.co.uk 

 

Contact Details:  

Jackie Montgomery, DemocraƟc Services, Orkney Islands Council, Council Offices, School Place, Kirkwall, KW15 1NY 

Tel: 01856 873535 ext 2237 

E‐mail: rewgclerk@gmail.com or jackie.montgomery@orkney.gov.uk 



Stephen Clackson’s LeƩer from School Place 

 
 
The last cycle of council meetings before the election is now finished, and the last General Meeting has been held, at which I 
moved the last amendment of this council.  It had been agreed at the Policy & Resources Committee meeting to replace the 
present convener / vice-convener leadership arrangement with a convener (civic head), leader (political head) and depute leader; 
my amendment was for the term of office of the leader to be 2 years (as already agreed for the convener and depute leader) 
rather than for the full term of the council (this time 5 years).  I think it is risky to choose a leader to serve for such an extended 
period, particularly when new councillors (such as I was 5 years ago) are unlikely to be very familiar with the candidates standing 
for the position and will find it hard to judge their potential.  Regrettably my amendment was defeated. 
 
From now until the local government election on the 4th May, statutory committees, such as licensing, will continue to meet, as will 
some of the member/officer working groups I currently sit on, such as the Empowering Communities Working Group, and I shall 
still be representing OIC on the UHI Foundation and the Highlands & Islands Skills Academy Leadership Board.  Also, existing 
councillors will continue to attend community council meetings.  So I’ll carry on being busy as your councillor right up until polling 
day.  What happens afterwards depends on you, the electorate. 
 
The deadline to register to vote at the council election is Monday 17th April.  If you think you are not on the electoral register or 
have recently changed address or name, call in at the Electoral Registration Office in Kirkwall (8 Broad Street, round the side of 
“The Reel”), telephone them on 01856-867222, or e-mail ero@orkney.gov.uk .  In the North Isles there are no longer any polling 
stations, so, unless you want to travel to Kirkwall to vote, make sure you have also registered for a postal vote.  For the first time 
ever, at this council election 16 and 17 year-olds can vote, so make sure you are registered to vote by post, too. 
 
I was at the meeting of the Magnus 900 working group at which the final arrangements for the nonacentennial celebration of the 
death of St Magnus were presented.  Among the events, on Saturday 15th April there will be a re-enactment of his martyrdom on 
Egilsay. For info on how to be involved contact Ragnhild.Ljosland@uhi.ac.uk at the Centre for Nordic Studies. 
 
As reported in The Orcadian (9th March), at the Policy & Resources Committee meeting I asked about a replacement for the 
Golden Mariana, given its recent break-down.  We were informed that a search is underway.  Also reported in The Orcadian (2nd 
March) were my comments on the Island Games.  When we are increasing charges, raising council tax, cutting services and 
freezing school budgets, I do not see how we can justify blowing a million quid on a week-long sporting event.  To put it into 
context, this is over twice what our 2017/18 council tax increase will bring in.  Which would you prefer:  a sporting event that will 
be of little or no benefit (and quite possibly disruptive) to the North Isles, or no rise in council tax for the next 2 years?  Or how 
about restoration of monthly visits of the mobile library and new stationary and textbooks for our schools?  What about a bit extra 
for the ferries and air service?  On the other hand, it was reassuring to hear about our maintenance programme for piers and 
harbours, and to approve a stage 2 capital project appraisal for the resurfacing of our island runways.  
 
All councillors were invited to a special meeting of the Development & Infrastructure Committee to consider the local development 
plan.  This gave me the opportunity ask about flood protection for Whitehall village.  We were reassured that Whitehall is included 
in the flood protection plan that has to be submitted to the Scottish Government. 
 
Out and about in the Isles:  Together with Cllr Harvey Johnston (Chair of Education, Leisure & Housing), I (as vice-chair) enjoyed 
an official visit to the Sanday Heritage Centre and Sanday School.  I spent an evening in North Ronaldsay at a public meeting to 
talk about the Scottish Government’s Rural Housing Fund and to discuss plans for the future of North Ronaldsay School.  Now 
that the last pupil is leaving for KGS this summer, it is proposed to “put the school on stand-by” (a more inspiring term than 
“mothballing”) and use it as a community educational resource.  I have been to meetings of both Stronsay’s and Shapinsay’s 
community councils this month, and to parent council meetings in Stronsay and Sanday.  
 
The Parent Council Chair Person Conference provided a great opportunity to catch up with parent council chairs and head 
teachers.  Straight after lunch, we were treated to an instructive presentation on the spread of norovirus by projectile vomiting! 
 
At the meeting I called with officials regarding issues with the “ActiveLife” card, I was told there is going to be a 6-month review in 
June, at which concerns from the public will be considered.  Also, closer links with NHS Orkney are being forged, which may allow 
exercise on prescription.  If you wish to feed your experiences into the 6-month review, please pass details on to Garry Burton at 
OIC ( garry.burton@orkney.gov.uk ) and feel free to CC me in.    
 
Other meetings I have attended at School Place this month include: the Special General Meeting to ratify our budget and council 
tax rates, and meetings of the Change Programme Management Board and Constitutional Reform Working Group. 
 
I shall be in Westray on 27th March for their community council meeting and on the 28th for the meeting of their parent council.  I’m 
due to attend meetings of the Eday Community Council on the 5th April, Sanday Community Council on the 11th April, and of the 
Rousay, Eglisay, Wyre & Gairsay Community Council on the 22nd April (the day before my birthday)—provided I’m not martyred 
on the 15th April while I’m on Egilsay! 
 
This issue and back numbers of “Letter from School Place” are now available for downloading from 
clackson4northisles.pbworks.com  along with my manifesto.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Dr Stephen Clackson 

West Manse, Sanday 

stephen.clackson@orkney.gov.uk 



To learn more, please contact us by phone, email, Facebook, or in person and we will post you an informaƟon pack: 

 Phone us on:   01856 821 277 to book an appointment to visit us 

 You can contact us via email at:  info@heatsmartorkney.co.uk 

 Our website is: www.rewdt.org/HSO 

 Find us on Facebook: search Heat Smart Orkney to learn about the progress of the project 
 

The Heat Smart Orkney Team: Kira Hoffmann and Julie Morgan, Project Assistants and Diana Compton, Project Officer. 
 

Heat Smart Orkney is a subsidiary of the REW Development Trust and is partnered with  

   Catalyst 

and funded by the Scottish Government through Local Energy Scotland and its Local Energy Challenge Fund 

Heat Smart Orkney 

provides you free  

storage heaters,  

 

 

flow boilers &  

immersion heaters  

if you parƟcipate in 

our project!  

ARE YOU CONCERNED THAT WE HAVE OFFERED THE 
PROJECT OUTWITH ROUSAY, EGILSAY & WYRE? 

 

Then please join the Heat Smart Orkney project– we have only heard from 57 
households on our islands, so please come forward! The more households we 

sign up, regardless of where, the longer our turbine will run, which means 
more income to be spent on projects for Rousay, Egilsay & Wyre.  

 
If you haven’t been contacted by  the Heat Smart Orkney team and would like 

more information, please get in touch– we can take new clients anytime! 
AND REMEMBER…  

Heat Smart Orkney is offering a Sign Up and Completion of Project Incentive for the first 100 
households to join the project- in addition to receiving a rebate on electricity used during your 

participation in the project, upon signing our agreement you will receive £50, and if you remain until 
the end of the project, we will issue you another payment of £100 as a loyalty bonus, saving you 

even more money on your heating bills!  

DIVERTING UNUSED RENEWABLE ENERGY INTO AFFORDABLE HEATING 


